
Aden may reconsider death sentences 

ABU DHABI (R) South Yemen’s president has promised to raise with 
the rulmg poluburo the issue of commuting death sentences on his 
dejxjsedprede^sor and 34 of his followers, a Gulf daily newspaper said 
k on Saturday President (Haidar Abu Bakr) AJ Attas assured medial he 
would ask the Soaahst Party politburo to consider commuting death 
sentences against Ah Nasser Mohammad and 34 of his men," Atonad A1 
Uiawaja, head of the Arab Lawyers Federation, was quoted as telling the 
dsulyAJ Ituhad. Mr. Khawaja visited Aden earlier this week to plead for 
the death sentences against Mr. Nasser Mohammad and his men to be 
annulled. Mr. Nasser Mohammad and thousands of supporters fled to 
North Yemen after a bloody war between party factions m January last 
year. He bas said that the verdicts have set back efforts to unite North 
and South Yemen and he threatened unspecified action. A total of 108 
people, 64 of them in custody, were charged with high treason for their 
role in the 198t> fighting. North Yemen and several Arab slates have 
appealed to ibe Aden government to commute the sentences. 
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Maghreb states discuss fraternity pact 

ALGIERS (R) — Tunisian Foreign Minister Ahmad Mcsiiri arrived in 
Algiers on Saturday amid a flurry of diplomatic activity in the Maghreb 
countries. The official news agency APS said Mr. Mesiiri would have talks 
with Algerian Foreign Minister Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi and diplomatic 
sources said they would be joined on Sunday by Mauritanian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Laminc Quid N'diayane. The three ministers would 
review a fraternity treaty signed by their countries in 19K3, the sources 
said, and discuss the eventual inclusion of Libya in the pact. Algerian 
Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Brahimi went to Libya this week in the 
latest in a series of high-level contacts designed to establish closer links 
between the two countries. Libya is expected to join the Maghreb treaty 
after restoring diplomatic relations with Tunisia, severed by Tunis in 1986 
after Tripoli* expelled over 3U.0QU Tunisian workers. Relations have 
improved gradually this year. Morocco, the fifth Maghreb stale, discussed 
normalising its relations' with Algeria ai talks in Rabat on Thursday 
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% rheir Majesties begin 
r .... Joviet visit tomorrow 

, ;vMMAN (J.T.) — Their Majes- 
' - ies King Hussein and Queen 
• "'-.ojoor will begin a several-day 
'.Official visit to the Soviet Union 

- v- Monday upon an invitation 

’ rom the Supreme Soviet and the 
' : ..lovernment. the Royal Court 

- ' lunounced Saturday. The 
- : 'innouncement, carried by the 

..... Iordan News Agency, Petra, said 
.—.'.'he King would hold talks with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
. -'.'aacbev, President Andrei 
VGromyko and senior officials on 
';opics of mutual interest and 
means to boost relations between 
the two countries. 
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... Light plane lands on 
Karak road 

/ AMMAN (R) — A British pilot 
flying a microflight aircraft from 
London to Sydney made an 
/ ',‘mergency landing on a road in 
• Karak on Saturday. The Dalgery 
./’- flier, piloted bv Brian Milton, 
•developed engine trouble and 
anded safely near Karak soon 
titer leaving’Aqaba for Amman, 
i civil aviation official said. He 
aid a maintenance team bad 
' v seen sent by helicopter from Am- 
.:iian to help with repairs but 
\ iarkness fell before the plane 
. . . xnild be mended. Milton, who is 
in a sponsored flight to com- 
nemorate an air race from Bri- 
• ain to Australia in 1919. would 
• . ry to resume his flight to Amman 
•on Sunday. 

. Sheikh Zayed due in 
"airo this month 

,')UBAI (R) — United Arab 

- ; Emirates (UAE) President 

iheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al 
■' ; -Mahayan will pay his first official 
' ' isit "to Egypt this month, Al 
- ■ -3ayan newspaper said on Satur- 
• - lay. Sheikh Zayed early in De- 
• ; ember accepted an invitation to 

- • 'isit Egypt from President Hosni 
' -rMubarak, who visited the UAE 

, n January after attending the 

*ItG Organisation of Islamic Confer- 

ence (OIC) summit in Kuwait. Al 
. Sayan said Sheikh Zayed would 
•. ly to Cairo soon after the Dec. 26 
summit in Riyadh of Gulf Coop- 
- ; oration Council (GCC) states — 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 

: Oman, the UAE and Qatar. 

Egypt rejects Libyan 
claim 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt denied on 
■Saturday a Libyan charge that 
Egyptian helicopter gunships pro- 
. . ected Israeli warplanes which; 
iii Tripoli said flew over eastern 
Jbya earlier this week. A milit- 

- ' ir>' spokesman said the claims 
■ vere “mere illusions and lies." 

4bdul Meguid 
visits Spain 

CAIRO ( R) — Egyptian Foreign 
.. ilinister Esmat Abdul Meguid 
■eft on Saturday for an official 
■isit to Spain an^ talks on biiater- 
il ties and the Middle East. Mr. 
Abdul Meguid told reporters he 
vould attend a meeting of the 
. Egyptian-Spanish committee 
vfiicb would discuss ways of ex- 
panding relations. His talks in 
Madrid will cover the Middle 
East situation and Spain's poten- 
■ ; ^ [al role, as a member of the 
:u rope an Community, towards 
ichieving a peaceful settlement of 
he Arab-Israeli conflict. 
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Lower House endorses 
JD 1.075 billion budget 

Rifai pledges to use Arab aid to repay foreign 
debts and outlines moves to curb public spending 

Deputies call for increased aid to occupied territories 

By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


Parliament denounces Israeli actions, 
seeks regional and int’l intervention 


AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament 
on Saturday approved the 1988 fiscal budget 
following assurances by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai that the government would use the 
expected JD 250 million Arab aid to repay 
the country’s foreign debts. 


“The government has decided 
to channel any instalment of the 
due Arab financial aid towards 
paving Jordan’s debt," Mr. Rifai 
told the ordinary session of the 
Lower House. 

The JD 1,075.4 million budget 


for 1988 reflects estimated in- 
creases in both expenditures and 
local revenues. But Mr. Rifai said 
the government would seek to 
curb spending without resorting 
to borrowing and give priority to 
financing developmental and pro- 


ductive projects. 

He said the government would 
achieve its objectives through im- 
proving the means of collecting 
and increasing local revenues. He 
reiterated the government's con- 
fidence that the success of the 
Amman extraordinary Arab sum- 
mit will prompt the Arab Gulf 
staes to fulfil their financial com- 
mitments to Jordan. 

This confidence was relfected 
in the 1988 budget. Mr. Rifai 
disclosed that government was 
expecting to receive more than 
the estimated $250 million in 
Arab aid next year. "To be accu- 
rate, the figure has become much 
higher than the one contained in 


the budget." he said. The new 
budget contains an expected 68 
per cent increase from the 1987 
Arab aid of JD 120 million. 

The prime minister indicated 
that the government would im- 
prove its local sources of re- 
venues by maintaining protec- 
tionist policies of the country's 
infant industries, promoting the 
marketing and manufacturing of 
agricultural products, exporting 
skilled labour to neighbouring 
countries and the rehabilitation 
of troubled projects and com- 
panies. 

He said the government was 
(Continued on page 4) 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The Lower House of 
Parliament on Saturday strongly 
called on regional and interna- 
tional organisations to denounce 
Israel's barbaric and inhuman 
oppression of the Palestinian peo- 
ple living in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and voiced 
total support for the ongoing Arab 
protests in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

In cables sent to various orga- 
nisations after a regular session on 
Saturday, the Lower House also 
urged the international commun- 
ity to seek an immediate end to 
Israel's oppressive actions against 
the Palestinian people. 

“The House calls on all interna- 
tional organisations to intervene 
and put an end to Israel's barbar- 
ic, inhuman and atrocious actions 
against the Palestinians," said the 
cables. “Israel's oppressive mea- 
sures are flagrant and dear viola- 
tions of all international laws and 
Geneva conventions.'' 

During Saturday's session, va- 
rious deputies denounced Isrel's 
“iron fist" policy against the 


Palestinian people in the last 12 
days of violent protests in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza. 

The prime minister. Mr. Zaid 
Rifai, speaking al the session, 
reaffirmed Jordan's total support 
for the steadfastness of the Palesti- 
nian people against Israel's 
occupation and said the Kingdom 
was making available all possible 
means and resources to guarantee 
the Arab people's rights in their 
national soil. 

The cables were sent by the 
House to the United Nations, the 
Security Council, the European 
Community (EC), the Arab 
League General Secretariat, the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC), the International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU) and the 
Arab Parliamentary Union. 

The House's unanimous deci- 
sion to appeal to regional and 
international organisations and 
Mr. Rifai's remarks on the issue 
followed intense discussions by 
deputies on the situation in the 
occupied territories. 

Though Saturday's session was 
wholly dedicated to discussing the 
1988 fiscal budget — which was 
endorsed during that meeting — 


Deputies Mousa Abu Ghoush 
iRaraallah), Daoud Suleiman 
(Jerusalem), Maarouf Rabaa 
(Jenin), and Hifzi Malhees (Nab- 
lus) delivered speeches on the 
wave of Arab resistance. 

The House also observed a mi- 
nute of silence in memory of the 
Palestinian martyrs who were kil- 
led by the Israeli authorities. 

Apart from the speeches given 
by the four deputies, the majority 
of the 24 other legislators who 
spoke on the 1988 budget also 
dedicated segments of their re- 
marks to bail the Palestinians^ 
resistance against the occupation. 

Deputies Nawaf Al Qadi (the 
northern badia constituency) and 
Mufeed Al Mubaslat (Nablus) 
urged the government to make 
special financial allocations to 
support the victims of the Israeli 
oppression. 

Mr. Rabaa cautioned that if left 
unaddressed, “the wave of 
Palestinian resistance against the 
Israelis will expand to include the 
Israeli-occupied Arab Golan 
Heights and the Palestinian cities 
that were occupied in 1948." 

See page 5 for deputies' speeches 


Focus of Palestinian revolt 
shifts to occupied Jerusalem 

Protesters attack Israeli banks and restaurant on 
1.2th day of violent. anti-occupation demonstrations 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The focus on the 12-day-old 
Palestinian uprising shifted to 
occupied Jerusalem on Saturday 
and reports said that Arab de- 
monstrators smashed windows of 
three Israeli banks and burned an 
Israeli : owned restaurant in the 
worst Arab protests in the occu- 
pied city for more than a decade. 

Thirty-three Palestinians were 
arrested in the protests, police 
said. Four Israeli policemen were 
slightly injured in various clashes. 

The protests marked the 12th 
straight day of violent demonstra- 
tions in the occupied territories. 

In Baghdad, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) said 
Israeli forces shot dead a Palesti- 
nian on Saturday. 

PLO spokesman Bassam Abu 
Sherif said the death of Khamis 
Ai Bakri raised the Palestinian 
casualty toll in J2 days to 49 dead 
and 472 injured. 

Abu Sherif told Reuters the 


Israeli authorities declared the 
Dar Al Shafaa hospital in Gaza a 
military zone on Saturday and 
prevented medical staff treating 
patients injured in the protests. 

The PLO executive committee, 
which has its headquarters in 
Baghdad, called on Saturday for 
Palestinians to observe a general 
strike on Monday in support of 
the uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Victory is approaching... the 
occupation will not remain on our 
sacred homeland,” the commit- 
tee said in a statement. 

Israel has conceded that 16 
Palestinian protesters have been 
shot dead by troops in the pro- 
tests. 

The Palestine Press Service 
said Khamis Al Bakri died in a 
road accident and was not shot 
dead by Israeli forces. 

But it said he could be counted 
as a casualty of the protests be- 
cause he fell under the wheels of 
an Arab car while running away 
from a demonstration in which 


Israeli police were firing tear-gas. 

Israeli police said they used 
tear-gas to disperse the demon- 
strators in Arab Jerusalem’s main 
shopping street and fired in the 
air when protesters threw petrol 
bombs at a police station in an 
outlying district. 

Protesters burned tyres and de- 
bris in the street, stopping traffic 
for several hours. 

Police said demonstrators 
smashed the windows of three 
Israeli banks in Arab Jerusalem 
and damaged the buildings. 
Others set fire to a Jewish-owned 
restaurant in the Arab neighbour- 
hood of Jabal Mukabber. 

Elsewhere, Israeli soldiers 
opened fire when protesters 
threw petrol bombs at a police 
station in the outlying district of 
Azariyeh. No casualties were re- 
ported. 

Shops and schools were closed 
throughout Arab Jerusalem, 
which has a population of 130,000 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iranian-hit Danish ship 
flees from new threat 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Tailed by 
an Iranian warship, a Danish 
supertanker ploughed at full 
throttle from the Gulf under the 
shadow of a circling U.S. gunship 
after being attacked on Saturday 
by Revolutionary Guard speed- 
boats. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication that any of the U.S. and 
European warships patrolling the 
Gulf intervened to protect the 
337,700-ton Karama Maersk. 

But a spokesman for the own- 
ers, A.P. Moeller Shipping Co., 
said in Copenhagen that U.S. 
warships later escorted the tanker 
through the Strait of Hormuz, the 
southern gateway to the Gulf. He 
did not identify the U.S. navy 
vessels. 

The executives noted earlier 
th3t the tanker had continued its 
voyage southward down the 
waterway toward Hormuz with- 
out assistance. 

The owners said the Karama 
Maersk was not damaged and 
suffered no casualties among the 
21-man crew in the attacks laun- 
ched only 20 minutes apart. 

The executives earlier reported 
“minor damage," but did not 
elaborate. 

The sources said the Iranians' 
aim apparently was to create 
panic rather that hit the vessel. 

"Thev were clearly out to 
terrorise this time, apparently fir- 


ing at random around the vessel 
more than at it." one source said. 

• “The hull of the vessel was 
slightly damaged but it pro- 
ceeded, and there was no fire or 
injuries," he added. 

The tanker was laden with 
Saudi Arabian oil, which shipping 
sources said was destined for the 
United St3tes. 

A.P. Moeller spokesman Palle 
Genckei told AP in Copenhagen 
that the company was considering 
calling on the Danish government 
to send warships to the Gulf to 
protect their merchant ships. 

■ Shipping executives reported 
Friday that the U.S. navy had 
deviated from this policy for the 
first time bv escorting the Norwe- 
gian tanker Happy Kan through 
Hormuz after it had been attack- 
ed by the Iranians. 

The Pentagon, which denied 
that report, has made no com- 
ment yet on the Danish com- 
pany's statement. 

Saturday's speedboat attack on 
the Kamara Maersk, south of the 
Revolutionary Guards base on 
Abu Musa Island, was the third 
on a supertanker in two days. 

On Friday, Iranian gunboats 
ambushed two supertankers, the 
Norwegian Happy Kari and the 
Liberian Saudi Splendour as tbev 
sailed fully loaded out of the 
Gulf. No one was hurt in either 
attack. 


Security 

Council 

postpones 

vote on 

occupied 

territories 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council ad- 
journed a week-long debate on 
the situation in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories on Friday without 
taking a vote. 

The council will resume the 
debate on Monday. 

Council President Alexander 
Belonogov of the Soviet Union 
said consultations on a resolution 
had not yet been completed and 
more time was needed. 

Council sources quoted by 
Reuter said wide agreement had 
been reached on a number of 
changes aimed at softening a pre- 
viously-circulated draft so that 
the United States would at least 
be able to abstaia, instead of 
using its veto. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and the Arab 

(Continued on page 4) 


U.S.: Arms embargo on 
Iran is long overdue 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Iran's five-month delay in accept- 
ing U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 598 calling for a ceasefire 
in the Iran-Iraq war is obvious 
stalling, a U.S. official has said. 

Hie" official, who asked that he 
not be identified, said “Iranians 
have been contemptuous of the 
U.N. system... Its very dear to us 

— and it should be to the Soviets, 
the Chinese and the rest of the 
world — that the Iranians do not 
want to accept or implement Re- 
solution 598. They want to turn it 
around. They’ve been stalling." 

“We hope the Sovirs have de- 
cided now it is time — past time — 
to get down to action." 

The official added: "The 
(U.N. Security) Council should 
act as it was meant to act and put 
some teeth in that action. In the 
context of Ih3t, Security Council 
members have to decide what is 
going to be implemented... how 
its going to be enforced. But you 
can’t put the cart before the horse 

— you can't say how you're going 
to enforce something that has not 
been drafted. It doesn't make 
sense. We hope that early next 
week the council will get together 
for this." 

■ In response to wide ranging 
questions on other topics the offi- 
cial said on Thursday: 

— The U.S. has repeatedly 


made it clear to the government 
of Israel that it is essential to 
reduce tension and violence on 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

— The U.S. believes an im- 
proved standard of living and an 
environment in which all peoples 
of the region can live fruitfully 
and safely is as important to the 
government of Israel as to the 
Palestinian people. 

— A priority regional issue at 
the recent UiS. -Soviet summit 
was enlisting Soviet cooperation 
to achieve a comprehensive peace 
settlement and an end to the 
iran-Iraq war. 

— An unresolved regional 
issue between the United States 
and the Soviet Union was “when 
the Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghanistan would begin and 
when it is going to end.” 

At the State Department, 
spokesman Charles Redman 
pointed out that ail United Na- 
tions member states would be 
required to comply with a resolu- 
tion currently being drafted in 
New York that would impose an 
embargo on all arms sales to Iran. 
This, he said, was the most im- 
portant aspect of this so-called 
' enforcement resolution. 

Currently the subject of infor- 
mal consultations at the United 
Nations, the enforcement resolu- 
tion is a follow-up to 598. 


Mubarak receives King’s message, 
issues strong condemnation of Israel 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Saturday received a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein 
dealing with the current events in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
Israel's inhuman practices against 
the Arab population there. 

The message was delivered to 
Mr. Mubarak by Royal Court 
Chief Marwan AI Qasem who 
told the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, that the message also dealt 
with the ongoing coordination 
between Jordan and Egypt in 
Arab affairs. 

"What is going on in the occu- 
pied territories calls for serious 
efforts to convene an internation- 
al conference for achieving peace 
in the Middle East," Mr. Qasem 
said. 

He said the coming weeks 


would witness the fruit of the 
outcome of last month's Arab 
summit in Amman, “but there is 
need now for following up on the 
summit’s resolutions." 

He said that the summit gave 
"a new concept for Arab solidarity 
which is vital for the Arab Na- 
tion." 

Mr. Mubarak’s meeting with 
Mr. Qasem was attended by Dr. 
Osama Al Baz, director of the 
president’s office for political 
affairs, and Mr. Hussein Hamma- 
mi. Jordan's ambassador to 
Egypt - 

Petra said the King’s message 
to Mr. Mubarak also dealt with 
means of maintaining contacts 
with the international community 
over the occupied territories anil 
urging them to help stop Israel's 
arbitrary and repressive measures 


against the Arab people. 

* Immediately after meeting with 
Mr. Qasem, "President Mubarak 
conferred with Prime Minisrer 
Atef Sedki and other top aides. 
They included Defence Minister 
Abdul Halim Abu Ghazala and 
Butros Ghali. the 'state minister 
for foreign affairs. 

Afterwards, the information 
minister, Safwat Al Sherif, told 
reporters topics discussed at the 
meeting included "acts of repres- 
sion and aggression perpetrated 
by Israel in the occupied Gaza 
sector and the West Bank.** 

It was the second strong conde- 
mnation of Israel's actions in two 
days by Egypt. 

On Friday, Dr. Ghali attacked 
Israel’s repressive measures in 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraqi president and Saudi 
leader meet in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia was 
received by Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein on Saturday and 
diplomats said his ■visit apparently 
was aimed at helping the norma- 
lisation process between Iraq and 
Syria. 

Baghdad Radio said the Iraqi 
leader and the Saudi prince re- 
viewed “strong brotherly rela- 
tions, means of developing them 
and Arab conditions in general." 
It gave no further details. 

Earlier in the day, the Saudi 
prince had been greeted at the 
airport by senior officials. 

Arab diplomats in Baghdad 


said the visit apparently was 
aimed at giving the rapproche- 
ment between Iraq and Syria 
further momentum following 
efforts made by King Hussein to 
reconcile Syrian President Hafez 
AI Assad with the Iraqi presi- 
dent. 

Kuwait's Ai Seyusseh newspap- 
er said this week that Prince 
Abdullah would also visit Syria 
3nd Egypt to promote reconcilia- 
tion between Syria and Iraq and 
to help to normalise ties between 
Cairo and other Arab countries. 

The Saudi Press Agency said 
Thursday that he would also visit 
Jordan. 


U.S. expulsion may spark 
similar move by Moscow 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. decision to expel a Soviei 
diplomat accredited to the United 
Nations raised the prospect of a 
new round of tit-for-tat expul- 
sions just a week after the end of 
the superpower summit. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman announced on 
Friday that the United States was 
expelling Mikhail Katkov, a 
second secretary at the Soviet 
U.N. mission, "for "abusing his 
privileges of residence.” 

In diplomatic terms, this is 
jargon for spying. 

Redman said Mr. Katkov was 
expected to leave shortly but gave 
no details of his alleged espionage 
activities. 

The expulsion announcement 
came eight days after President 
Reagan" and Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev ended a 
three-day summit in Washington 
at which officials from both sides 
expressed hopes that a new era in 


Soviet-American relations was 
beginning. 

Mr. Katkov was detained in 
New York on Thursday by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
which had been watching him for 
some time. Redman said. 

He gave the impression that 
Mr. Katkov had been caught 
red-handed, saying the arrest was 
sparked by his "own actions" at 
the time. 

FBI spokeswoman Sue Schnit- 
zer said Mr. Katkov had been 
released to representatives of the 
Soviei U.N. mission after U.S. 
authorities established he had di- 
plomatic immunity. 

Redman denied a suggestion 
the arrest might have been de- 
layed to avokfsouring the climate 
at the summit meeting, saying the 
case was handled without regard 
to the "so-called summit spirit." 

‘Tve tried to make clear that 
when these cases arise we deal 
with them firmly and forcefully." 


Lebanese 

rightists 

stage 

anti-Syrian 

protest 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese right- 
ists went on strike in east Beirut 
on Saturday in protest at the 
arrest of Christians in north 
Lebanon by Syrian troops sear- 
ching for the killer of a comrade. 

Banks, shops and most 
businesses failed to open as work- 
ers stayed at home in the pre- 
dominantly Christian east of the 
Lebanese capital, witnesses said. 

The one-day strike was orga- 
nised by the Lebanese From, a 
coalition of rightist politicians 
and militias opposed to the pre- 
sence of 3n estimated 25,000 Sy- 
rian troops in west Beirut and 
north and east Lebanon. 

"The strike is a symbolic refus- 
al of the Syrian presence and to 
back our people in the occupied 
north, now subjecr to ail kinds of 
Syrian terrorism," said an official 
of the Lebanese Forces militia. 

The official accused Syrian 
troops this week of abducting as 
many as 100 Christians and des- 
troying houses in the Koura dis- 
trict and coastal town of Cheka, 
60 kilometres north of Beirut. 

The troops were hunting for 
the killer of a Syrian soldier 
whose body was found a week 
ago in Bterram village in Syrian- 
controlled Koura, Syrian sources 
said. 

Police said more than 10 
Christians were believed to still 
be in Syrian detention and 
travellers from the region said the 
roundup soured relations be- 
tween residents and Syrian 
troops. 



2 Home - Middle East news 

Wives appeal for release of 
kidnapped Beirut teachers 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY DECEMBER 30, 19S7 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The wives of three American 
teachers and an Indian academic kidnapped 11 
months ago called Saturday for their release by 
kidnappers who have threatened to harm the men to 
avenge Arabs slain by the Israelis. 


“We again appeal for word on 
our husbands' well-being and ask 
for Ihe release of these men." the 
women said in a statement re- 
leased by Beirur University Col- 
lege (BUC) where the four edu- 
cators held teaching posts before 
they were kidnapped Jan. 24. 

The statement, signed “the 
wives of the kidnapped profes- 
sors," was issued the day after the 
captors. Islamic Jihad for the 
Liberation of Palestine, 
threatened that the hostages 
could come to harm unless Israel 
stops killing Palestinian demon- 
strators in occupied Arab terri- 
tory. 

The underground group made 
the threat in a statement deli- 
vered to a Western news agency 
in mainly Muslim west Beirut 
Friday with photographs of two 
of the four hostages. 

The photos showed Jesse Tur- 
ner, 40, of Boise, Idaho, a com- 
puter science professor, and 
Robert Polhill, 54, of New York 
City, a lecturer in accounting. 

The bespectacled Polhill was 
shown wearing a dark blue track 
suit with what appeared to be two 
automatic rifles pointed at his 
head as he stood against a wall. 

The other photo showed Tur- 
ner from the waist up. He had a 
beard and his eyes were dosed, 
apparently because of the flash- 
light used to take the picture. 

The other hostages are Alann 
Steen, 48, of Boston, a com- 
munications instructor, and Fi- 


nance Professor Mithileshwar 
Singh, 60, a native of India and 
legal resident alien of the United 
States. 

Their captors have offered to 
swap them for Arab prisoners 
held in Israel. But Israel has 
rejected that offer and the United 
State:, has refused to pressure 
Israel to bow to the terrorists’ 
demands. 

“The group indicates that it 
might seek extremely negative 
measures against America and 
Israel and play all cards, includ- 
ing the safety of the four Amer- 
ican spies for the Mossad (Israel's 
secret service) if the criminal 
methods continue to curb the 
uprising and kill innocents." the 
kidnappers' statement said. 

The captives’ wives dismissed 
the charge that their husbands 
were Israeli spies. 

They said the four “came here 
and stayed to help promote high- 
er education and understanding. 
They feverentiy support human 
rights, freedom and peace for 
all.” 

The BUC statement said the 
“wives have received the letter 
(statement) and photographs 
from the Islamic Jihad for the 
Liberation of Palestine. We are 
grateful for the communication." 

The kidnappers statement 
noted: “Islamic Jihad for the Li- 
beration of Palestine calls on our 
people to continue and escalate 
the uprising." 

At least 17 Arabs have been 


killed by Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank in 12 days of violence. 

Twenty-one foreigners have 
been missing, feared'kidnapped, 
in Lebanon since March 1985 — 
eight Americans, four French- 
men. three Britons, a West Ger- 
man, an Italian, an Irishman, an 
Indian and two unidentified fore- 
giners. 

Meanwhile Lebanon's Italian 
community appealed on Saturday 
for news of a compatriot missing 
for 27 months and believed kid- 
napped in Beirut. 

The plea for 68-year-old 
businessman Alberto Molinari 
followed a threat from the kid- 
nappers. 

In an appeal to all Lebanese 
published in Beirut newspapers, 
the Italian community ana Moii- 
nari's family said they had always 
been friends and supporters of 
Lebanon. 

Molinari disappeared on Sept. 
11, 1985 after setting off to drive 
over the ravaged “green line" 
dividing ast and west Beirut. 

“Noihing has been discovered 
of the reason for his abduction or 
about his condition. His wife and 
children wait in hope of finding 
some news on the health of their 
loved one and anything that could 
lead to his release," the appeal 
said. 

It called on anyone with in- 
formation to contact Italian con- 
sulates in Christian east or mainly 
Muslim west Beirut. 

Molinari is one of 24 foreigners 
missing and believed kidnapped 
in Lebanon. The plea was the 
fourth to be issued in Lebanon 
since Tuesday by relatives and 
friends of missing foreigners. 


Bonn MP in Beirut to discuss hostages 


BEIRUT (AP) — A West Ger- 
man official arrived Saturday for 
talks with Lebanese officials on 
the plight of a German hostage, 
kidnapped 11 months ago in 
mainly Muslim west Beirut, and 
bilateral relations. 

Hans Sterken, chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee of 
the German Bundestag, or parlia- 
ment, held talks on arrival with 
President Amin Gemayel at the 
presidential palace in the Christ- 
ian suburb of Baabda. 

Mr. Sterken, who also heads 
the international Parliamentaiy 
Union, was expected to cross the 
city's dividing “green line” later 


in the day for talks with opposi- 
tion leaders in west Beirut. 

A spokesman for the Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry said Mr. Ster- 
ken would raise with Lebanese 
officials the “question of West 
German hostage Rudolf Cordes" 
and relations between Bonn and 
Beirut. 

Cordes. 53, a businessman was 
kidnapped in west Beirut on Jan. 
17. 1987. An underground fac- 
tion. the Holy Fighters for Free- 
dom, has claimed his abduction. 

The group is believed linked to 
Iran, which supports Shi'ite Mus- 
lim Lebanese fundamentalists,- 
who are holding most of the 21 


foreigners missing since March 
1985. 

Cordes’ abduction was linked 
to the arrest in Frankfort of 
Lebanese Shi'ite Muslim Moham- 
med Ali Hamadei. a suspect in 
the 1985 hijacking of the Amer- 
ican TWA jetliner to Beirut. 

Hamadei remains in investiga- 
tive custody in Frankfort. His 
trial has not been scheduled. 
However, his older brother, 
Abbas Ali Hamadei. arrested, 
on Jan. 26. goes on trial early 
next year on charges of involve- 
ment in the kidnapping of two 
West Germans in Beirut. 


U.S. approves joint helicopter project with Israel 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Pentagon has notified Congress it 
had approved a joint develop- 
ment programme with Israel that 
will lead to production of a new 
night targeting system for AH-i 
Cobra helicopter gunships. 

Assuming there are no con- 
gressional objections, the Penta- 


gon said Israel would bear one- 
third of the cost of the program- 
me — or S62 million — while the 
United States would pay for the 
remaining two-thirds, or $124 
million. 

The contractual agreement 
calls for joint development and 
co-production of the new air-to- 


ground targeting system, with 40 
of the devices ultimately to be 
built for Israel and 80 for the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

The prime contractor will be 
Tamam Precision Instruments In- 
dustries. a division of Israeli Air- 
craft Industries Ltd. of Yahud, 
Israel, the Pentagon added. 


Court 
rejects 
challenge 
to Reagan 
Gulf policy 

WASHINGTON (R) - A U.S. 
judge on Friday rejected a chal- 
lenge by Democratic congress- 
men to President Reagan's policy 
of providing naval protection to 
Kuwaiti vessels in the GuJf. 

The 1 10 congressmen charged 
in a court suit that Mr. Reagan 
violated the 1972 war powers 
resolution by sending warships to 
protect Kuwaiti tankers which 
nad been reregistered under the 
American flag against attack by 
Iran. 

The resolution, adopted during 
the Vietnam war over the veto of 
President Richard Nixon, sets 
forth procedures to guarantee 
Congress has a role in decisions 
about the deployment of L*.S. 
Armed Forces when no war had 
been declared. 

The congressmen said U.S. 
troops had been introduced in a 
hostile region without the admi- 
nistration submitting reports to 
Congress and giving the legisla- 
tive "branch an opportunity to 
approve or disapprove the ac- 
tions. 

Mr. Reagan has maintained the 
law was unconstitutional and did 
not apply to the Gulf, where the 
U.S. protection of 11 Kuwaiti 
ships began last July. 

U.S. district Judge George Re- 
vercomb refused to exercise juris- 
diction and granted the adminis- 
tration's motion to dismiss the 
case. 

Noting that attempts to pass 
legislation to force Mr. Reagan to 
comply had failed, the judge said 
he believed the dispute was be- 
tween the plaintiffs in the case 
and their colleagues in Congress. 

Congress was" free to adopt a 
variety of positions on the war 
powers resolution. Judge Rever- 
comb said. 

“if the court were to intervene 
in this political process, it would 
be acting beyond the limits inhe- 
rent in the constitutional 
scheme," he said in a written 
order. 

The Suit was brought by 110 
member? of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Three Senators origi- 
nally were plaintiffs but later 
withdrew. 

Though the United States is 
officially neutral in the seven- 
year Iran-Iraq war. congressmen 
opposed to the Kuwaiti protec- 
tion operation say it represents a 
U.S. “tilt” toward Iraq. Kuwait is 
one of Iraq's major backers in the 
conflict. 

Democrats and some moderate 
Republicans have called for an 
end to the Kuwaiti protection 
operation though they say U.S. 
forces should remain In the Gulf 
to protect legitimate American 
security interests. 


Bush shrugs off campaign damage from Iran memo 

. . -- _ _ 1“ J . .L. nrAriX»nf" in cimnArr nf thp The revelation could 


CONCORD. New Hampshire 
(AP) — Vice President George 
Bush on Friday shrugged off 
possible campaign damage from a 
memo linking him to the Iran- 
contra scandal, saying people 
“don't want to be dwelling in the 
past." 

Mr. Bush told reporters, just 
before formally entering New 
Hampshire's first-in-the nation 
primary. “I've never felt stronger 
politically." 

He predicted the newly found 
memo's political effect would be 
“absolute nothing." 

Mr. Bush said there was no- 
thing new in the memo, which he 
.characterised as merely confirm- 
ing "I stood with the president." 
And he said details of any Iran 
advice he gave President Ronald 
Reagan would remain private. 

The memo, written early last 
year by then-National Security 
Adviser John M. Poindexter and 
released Thursday by the Senate 
Iran-Contra Committee, indi- 
cated Adm. Poindexter was opti- 
mistic that sales of weapons to 
Iran would help bring about the 
release of some Americans held 
in Lebanon. 

Mr. Reagan's top advisers were 
divided on the issue. Adm. 
Poindexter wrote, “but most im- 
portantly. president and VP are 


solid in taking the position that president” in support of the deal 
we have to try.” at the time the Fed. 1, 1986 

The congressional investigative memo was written. But he said 
committees, in a report before the deal was not presented as a 
the Poindexter memo was disco* trade of arms for hostages at that 
vered, concluded that Mr. Bush time. . 

was not an important participant “After all the facts were m, I 
in White House decisions con- think everyone understood it was 
ceming the affair. a bad idea." 

Former Secretary of State Ale- As for revealing what he and 
xander Haig, a rival for the Re- Mr. Reagan talked about perso- 
publican presidential nomination, nally, he said, “If the price for my 
said, "clearly. George Bush has a winning the election is that I have 
credibility crisis on this issue. The to go out and violate that confi- 


was not an important participant 
in White House decisions con- 
cerning the affair. 

Former Secretary of State Ale- 
xander Haig, a rival for the Re- 


American people have a right to 
know just what he advised our 
president: To pay ransom or not 
to pay ransom?" 

But Mr. Bush, bombarded by 
questions about the memo at an 
impromptu news conference Fri- 
day, said of the Iran-contra con- 
troversy. “any corrections that 
needed to be made have been 
made a yeai-and-a-half ago. Peo- 
ple are smart. They don’t want to 
be dwelling in the past all the 
time. ...They want to look for- 
ward and solve the problems that 
are facing our country." 

During appearances through- 
out New Hampshire Thursday 
and Friday, he was asked repe- 
atedly about the memo and his 
position on the Iran deal. 

He said there was “nothing 
new in saying I stood with the 


U.S. envoy reportedly 
accuses Israel of rights 
violations in West Bank 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A state- 
owned national daily newspaper 
on Saturday quoted the U.S. 
ambassador to Egypt as saying 
Israel has violated the human 
rights of Palestinian inhabitants 
of the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza sector. 

A1 Gomhouria fronted an in- 
terview with Ambassador Frank 
G. Wisner, in which he com- 
mented on unrest in the two 
territories. The Israeli army says 
15 Arabs have been killed there 
in 1 1 days of riots protesting 20 
years of occupation by Israel. 

Mr. Wisner also told the news- 
paper President Hosni Mubarak 
will visit the United States in late 
January. 

“On one hand, the U.S. admi- 
nistration does not approve of the’ 


reciprocal violence by the Palesti- 
nians and the Israelis," the news- 
paper quoted Mr. Wisner as 
saying. “On the other hand, it 
does not approve of the violations 
of human rights perpetrated by 
Israel." 

Al Gomhouria also reported 
that he said the Palestinian pro- 
tests constitute “a natural pro- 
duct of the Israeli occupation and 
the pressures resnlting from hu- 
man rights violations." 

A U.S. embassy spokesman 
told the Associated Press: “By 
nuance at least, the Arabic ver- 
sion in Al Gomhouria goes 
beyond the ambassador’s views. 
...The ambassador said that 
where human rights are violated 
by Israeli authorities, . we dis- 
approve?' 1- V “* 1 1 


PLO leader threatens 
U.S. over Congress act 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — A senior 
Palestinian official Saturday 
threatened American nationals 
and interests in retaliation for 
moves by the U.S. Congress to dose 
down the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's offices in the Un- 
ited States. 

Ali Abu Mustafa, deputy 
secretary-general of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) and a member of the 
PLO's executive committee, de- 


clared “we will resist the Con- 
gress act with all available legal 
and political means." 

But he told the Associated 
Press: “At the same time, the 
American administration has Co 
realise that it has interests and 
individuals who will not be ex- 
cluded from our response to the 
American policy which has de- 
monstrated continuous racial hos- 
tility against the Palestinian 
people. 


dence. I’m not going to pay that 
price." 

The congressional committee 
said: “It is... the first evidence 
(albeit hearsay) the committees 
have found concerning the vice 
president's position on the Iran 
initiative.” 

Steve Hart, Mr. Bush’s press 
spokesman, said the report was 
consistent with Mr. Bush ’s own 
statements and was not new. 

“Poindexter's note is only con- 
sistent with what the vice presi- 
dent has said in the past," Mr. 
Hart said. “He supported the 
effort to free our hostages and he 
supported the president's initia- 
tive on Iran despite some reserva- 
tions.” 

Mr. Hart also said: “It’s fair to 
say the president was aware of his 
reservations.” 


The revelation could damage 
Mr. Bush’s standing in the pres- 
idential face by undermining his 
claim to foreign policy expertise 
and identifying him with what the 
American public regards as a 
monumental failure. 

Adm. Poindexter's Feb. 1 note 
also savs that William Casey, 
then director of the Central In- 
telligence Agency, Donald Re- 
gan. then White "House chief of 
staff. Attornev General Edwin 
Meese and Adm. Poindexter 
were “folly on board this risky 
operation." 

It reports as well an assertion 
by Iranian middleman Manucher 
Ghorbanifar that the Ayatollah 
Khomeini would step down short- 
ly and the hostages soon would be 
released . 

In a December 1<*S6 speech, 
less than a month after the arms 
sales became public. Mr. Bush 
became the first top administra- 
tion official to acknowledge that 
the administration made mistakes 
in dealing with Iran. 

But he" never spelled out what 
those errors were. 

“I was aware of our initiative 
and I suppon the president's de- 
cision," he said at that time. 

He stated then, and has said so 
repeatedly since, that he opposed 
any swap’ of arms for hostages. 


U.S. electronic warfare ship 
prepares for Gulf duty 


ABOARD THE USS TICON- 
DEROGA IN THE ARABIAN 
SEA (R) — The officers of this 
cruiser spent hours before dawn 
last Tuesday (Dec. 15) rehearsing 
their role in the weeks ahead, 
when the ship will be an electro- 
nic eye for groups of U.S. ships 
escorting nil tankers through the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

It made little difference to the 
skipper and his officers that the 
exercise took place under star- 
light — visibility never varies 
around the techn’icolour displays 
of the combat control room 
where this guided missile ship's 
commanders work. 

The Ticonderoga. which ar- 
rived in these waters early this 
month, is distinguished * from 
other U.S. ships in the region 
mainly by its command suite, the 
most sophisticated of any class of 
rraval'shtpriri the*worid. 

A group' of reporters 'were' 
allowed aboard the ship this 
week. 

In the darkened room near the 
ship's bridge, four immense 
luminescent displays project 
maps showing everything that 
moves in the air. on the water, or 
beneath the sea in the operating 
areas of 30 or so U.S. ships that 
provide protection for Kuwaiti 
(ankers and other merchant ships 
flying American colours. 

At the push of a button, com- 
manders can take a look at any of 
the hot spots where Iran and Iraq 
almost daily carry out raids 
against merchant shipping. 

The Ticonderoga. which has 


banks of mainframe computers 
below decks processing ceaseless 
streams of data, shares tactical 
information with almost every 
other ship in the region as well as 
with high-flying early warning * 
and surveillance" aircraft monitor- 
ing the Gulf. 

"■There is so much out here, 
and there is so much presented to 
you, that it can overload you and 
literally trip you out." said Capt. 
James Arrison, commanding 
officer of the.Aegis class cruiser. 

Aegis, which is Greek for 
shield, is the navy's name for the 
ship's air defence system. Cen- 
tred on a huge four-faced radar 
whose flat octaeonal antennae 
rise like billboards on the ship* 
superstructure, the system man- 
ages the air space around the 
cruiser to distances of hundreds 
of miles. • • 

Greece protests 
to Iran over 
Gulf attack 

ATHENS (R) — Greece’s Mer- 
chant Marine Minister Evangelos 
Yiannopoulos summoned the Ira- 
nian ambassador on Friday to. 
protest against attacks on Greek 
ships in the Gulf, an official 
statement said. 

Ambassador Ahmad Agha-' 
iuiyan said Iran was not responsi- 
ble for what happened in the 
international waterways of the. 
Gulf, but promised to convey; 
Greece's views to Tehran. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


ft "Dixurnenta" — an exhibition at 
the Goethe Institute (until Dec. 23) 

* An exhibition of paintings _hy 
Ahmad Na'wash at the Alia An Gal- 
lery - Jahal Amman (until Dec. 20). 

* "Sun" painting by Hana Saudi al 
4:1X1 p.m.. at Abdul Hamid Shuman 
Foundation (until Dee. 25) 

ft An an exhibition by Samir Mashch 
at the Spanish Cultural Centre - Jahal 
Amman (until Dec. 3(). 

ft An an exhibition entitled "The 
Architect of Mamluk Jerusalem" at (he 
Jordan National Gallerv of Fine Arts 
in ciMpcmtion with the British Council 
(unit! Dec. 3n>. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Cenire .. Tel. 6611126 7 

American Centre r>U.'i7l 

American Centre Lihrarv 64 1 52u 

Bril ish Council .* 63n 1 47..S 

French Cultural Cenire 6.V71XN 

lioeihe Institute 64IU/3 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Cenire IC-UH9 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665 1 yj 

Husiein Youth Citv 667181/6 

\ .W.C.A : 641793 

Y.W.M.A 6M2?I 

Amman Municipal Library . ... 6.(7 1 ] | 

Unis »t Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum.*’ Fun and knowledge for all 
aces, plus u small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre Open all week 9:1X1 
a.ni. - l;tXl p.m. and .3.-311 p.m. - 6:00 
n.m. Closed on Frida). 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over HJfl years old. Also mosaics 
from Maduha and Jcrash (4th to ]Klh 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: v.txia.m.-? p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 65I7M). 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jahal Al Oal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.0(1 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia, dating from the Arab 
Revolt of IVlK Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours OJX) u.m.-U*! p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
cverv first and third Wednesday at tfie 
Rceencv Palace hotel. 7:3li p.m. 
Liras Philadelphia Club. Meetings cv- 
erv second and fourth Wednesday al 
ihe Ammon Hotel. 7:3(1 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
IJifp.m. 

Rotarv Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.1*1 

ksval Automobile Club. Jahal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. x 1 6534. 
SI 7534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church f Roman Catholic) 
Jahal Amman. Tel 6245011 
Church of thr Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jah.il Luwcihdch. Tel. 
63744(1. 

tie la Salle Church (Roniiin Catholic) 
Jahal HussCin. Tel. 60)757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jahal Luwcihdeli. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m’. Tel: 62236b' 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church uf the Re- 
deemer) JabaJ Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence tel. Ml 1359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrj- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
677534. 


n.m. -5. i XJ n.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.1X1 a.ni. io 4.(11 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


Evangelical Lutheran Church < Church 
of (he Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m- Rev. N. 
Smir HI 12951 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church J 
Interdcnominiiiionai-eeumeniii) En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 n.m, tel, 
C26U5. Rev. Vdi. ‘ 

The Church or Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saint- iMormnn) Tel. XI 5-81 7. 
821-264. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA Kuj|aLum ^ r ' s S^)^l 

iMTrnvi , Timi , r iwniviivoo) 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Thi'i inlornuiion is supplied hv RovjI 
Jordanian (RJI intormjtit'n ' depart- 
ment at the Queen Alin International 
Airport Tel. (US I AxZMM. u here it 
••hi hi hi a/» ays he \enftcd. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FUGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:30 Kuwait (RJ) 

01:40 Jeddah |RJ) 

09:55 Doha. Bahrain | RJ) 

tO-.UO Duh.ii. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

16:45 Cairo (RJ) 

17:00 Brussels | RJ) 

I7H« t t-ndoniRJ) 

17:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

1 7 JO .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ I 

18:00 f'jristKJ) 

18:115 Frankfurt (KJ) 

18:05 I .vis Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
<RJ) - 

18:15 Brussels. Geneva I RJ) 

18:30 Madrid. Rome (RJ ) 

23:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


09:00 .... 
09:35 .... 
11:20 .... 
11:45 
12:45 .... 
12:55 ... 
13:40 .... 
16 J5 ... 
18:25 .... 
19:15 ... 
21:05 ... 
00:25 ... 


Berlin (IF) 

Cairo (MS) 

Damascus ( A Z) 

Kuwait (LN) 

Sharia. Dohj (GF) 

Jeddah (S Vi 

KuwraitfKU) 

Athens (OA ) 

Beirut (ME) 

Frankfurt! LI I'l 

Cairn (MS) 

London. Cairn (BA) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1} 

06:05 Brussels (RJl 

07:00 Auahu(RJ) 

1 1:00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

1 1:00 Tunis. Casablanca ( RJ) 

12:30 Cairn (RJ) 

19:30 Kuwait. Dhahran (RJl 

19:45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

19:50 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi I RJl 

19 -55 Baghdad (RJ) 

20:00 LamacalRJ) 

20:00 Jeddah. Sana'a (RJ) 

20:15 Cairn (RJj 

21:15 Damascus (RJl 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Frankfurt! LH) 

... Damascus. Paris (AFj 


Berlin! IF t 

Cairn (MS) 

Rome (AZ) 

Tripoli (LN) 

Bahrain. Sharia (GF) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Kuwait (KU) 

'. Athens tOA I 

Sana'a I LI H 

Cairn (MSI 

PRAYER TIMES 

i Fair 

' (Sunrise 1 Duhn 

1 Dttuhr 

'Am 

I Maghreb 

! '-Isha 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied h the Department nf 
Meieumhm. 

It will he cloudy to cloudy, with 
chances lor scattered showers" associ- 
ated with thunder activities at times. A 
drop in temperature is expected. 
Winds will be MiuthweMcriy moderate. 
In Aqaba, it wilt be partly cluudv. with 
chances for thundershower*. "Winds 
will be southerly moderate and rough 
seas. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valiev .... 


Min. /max. temp. 
7/ ll 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 12. Aqaba' 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 67 per cent. Aqaba 7iJ per 
cent. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Saturday rates 

Local sell/huv rates in fils 

Belgian franc 06.5/ 08.3 

Dutch guilder 179.2/ IH2.V 

French franc 59.5/ 611.7 

lliiliun lira 27 . 4 / 27.0 

Japanese yen (for 1U0) .... 258.3/ 263 

Swedish crown 55.4/ 56.5 

Swiss franc 247.5 1 252.0 

U.K. sterling pound 599.6 613.5 

U.S. dollar 329.6/ 334.y 

W. German murk 2IH.7 2H5.0 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman euvernuralc S9I22X 

Amman Civil Defence I9S. 199 

Civil Defence Irhid .... 271203.273131 

Civil Defence Ouweismeh 77(1733 

Civil Dcfenee Deir Alla 573tXi 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... W 

First aid .". 63034 1 

Blond Bank 77.S3//3 

Civil Ddcncc rescue 60111 1 

Fire headquarters 622INO-3 

Police rescue 102.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 630141 

Traffic police j?Jh3KI I 

Electric Power Co. (uh3,H|<4. h24NSl 
Municipal water complaints 771 115 <S 
Oueen Alia Inti. Airport ((Rt)5553u-Ni 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre KI3S13'32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 6442NL6 
Akileh Malemitv. J. Amn.... 642441 2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 641362 

Malhus.J. Amman ....1 63M4U 

Palestine. Shmeisani 6t4(7(/4 

Shmeisani Hospital «10I31 

University Hospital M.NWlO 

Al-Muaslier HiwiilaJ 667227 0 

The Mamie. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-AhJi. Abdali 6041M/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcun 77711)1/3 

A I- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 77511 1/26 

Army. Marka WJfjJ mS 

Oueen Aliu Hospital 6U224II/5H 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Klmled Mu'jddi 

Dr Ah Zmeih 

Dr Vaser I litddjd 

Dr. RiadMusallam 

Fines pharmacy 

Fcrduws pharmacy 

Al Asem.i pharmacy 

Nairnukli ph.irm.to 

Al Salant ph;um.ict 

TWIN: 

All ram U\i 

Veneci.ilaM 

Palestine tn\i 

Shmeisani la\i 

Meliyar !a\i 

KhayyaintaM 

Jordan lu.yi 

Asemu\i 

IRBIU: 

Dr. Muzen Abu Bilker 

Sharau' pliant nicy 

7--VRQA: 

Dr Mesbiih Hcjj.OM 

Khalila pharmaev 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 7731 II 10 

Radii* Jordan 7741 II |0 

Mmisliv nl Tourism 641*1 1 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price u*mpbmts 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls • JO 

Overseas calb 17 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppctflowcr price in 
Apple (different kinds) ... 
Apple (French I ............. 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) ..... 

Beans 

Beans (broad) 

Beetroot 

Cabbage ’ 

Carrot ' 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates (box | 

Eggplant i large) 

eggplant (small) 

Garlic 


.. 4nj/350 
.. 35(1/300 
.. :*»!.' 2411 
.. 150/100 
.. 47U/40U 
.. 220/ 160 
... 60/40 
.. 280 '240 

.MS 

1200. I0U0 
... 70/ 40 
.. 130/ ]l)0 
.. 4UI/3W 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Mallow 

Marrow 

Onion I green) 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (Abu surra) „ 
Oranges fShammouti ) 

Pepper (hut) 

Pepper (sweet)....; 

Potato 

Raddish 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Turnip ..: ; 


... 130 •• Klir 
.. Ill)- SO 
... (50 MU 
... 220 IKK 
... HO lit 
... 1110 60 
... 200 •• 140 
... 250 •' 21X5 
... 25U/21XI 
... 150 HI) 
... 100.' 70 
... 210 » IWt 
.... 7(1 1 40 
.... SO ' 4U 
-. Jill’ 70 
.. 150 / 100 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday tours an exhibition depicting 
Mamlok architecture at the Royal Society of Fine Arts (Petra photo) 

Queen opens exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Saturday afternoon 
opened an exhibition entitled 
"Mamluk Architecture of Jeru- 
salem” at the National Gallery in 
Amman. 

Among those present were 
Princess Wijdan, president of the 
Royal Society of Fine Arts and 
Mrs. Zaid Rifai. 

' The exhibition celebrates the 
publication of Mamluk Jeru- 
salem, a definitive architectural 
study made possible by the sup- 
port and generosity of "Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor. 

Mounted by the Royal Society 
rf Fine Arts and the British 
Council in cooperation with the 
British School -of Archaeology in 
Jerusalem, the exhibitions con- 
tain 18 panels, each drawn from 
the book. 

The book, written by Michael 
Burgoyne. draws together survey 
- and recording work that has gone 
on since 1968 when the late Dame 
Kathleen Kenyon proposed the 
project. Dr. Archibald Walls 
started the first pilot scheme and 
was joined in 1969 by Michael 
Burgoyne, who made it his doc- 
toral dissertation. Dr. Donald 
Richards added historical re- 
search after 1983. 

Throughout these years, the 
Muslim authorities in Jerusalem 
and Amman have given essential 
support. 

The book documents in great 
detail the architectural richness 
fostered by the Mamluk Sultans 
during their long rule in Jeru- 
salem from 1244 to 1517 A.D. 
The monuments are still part of 


the living urban texture of Jeru- 
salem, especially in the northern 
and Western approaches to the 
Haram. 

Centuries of protection in the 
Holy City have preserved them 
for posterity and the authors 
propose that the best way to 
guarantee their conservation is to 
promote their continued use. 

The Old City of Jerusalem is 
one of the best preserved mediev- 
al Islamic cities. The Mamiuks 
built a rich variety of religious 
and civil structures that testify to 
their high degree of sophistica- 
tion ana social conscience. They 
built a school for orphans (Mam- 
luk Aytam) a hospital (Maris- 
tans) drinking fountains (sabils) 
convents (Khangahs) abodes for 
holy men (Zawiyas) schools for 
the Traditions of the Prophet 
(Dar Al Hadith) Koranic schools 
(Dar Al Quran) as well as local 
mosques fmasajid). 

All of these were supported by 
philanthropic foundations (waqf) 
which also provided income to 
maintain the Dome of the Rock 
and the Aqsa Mosque. Income 
came from caravanserais (Khans) 
markets (Suqs and Qaysiriyvas) a 
warehouse (wakala) and baths 
(hamams). 

Each of these buildings appear 
in the book, carefully measured, 
•described and photographed. 
They will serve to educate the 
world at large not only in the 
architectural heritage of Mamluk 
Jerusalem but also in the Mam- 
iuks ’ sense of civic responsibility 
for the sites and people of the 
Holy City. 



Masri honours Japanese ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri hosted a' 
banquet on Saturday at the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel in 
honour of Mr. Akira Nakayama, Japan's ambassador in Amman, 
on the occasion of the end of his term of office in Jordan. Mr. 
Masri paid tribute to relations between Jordan and Japan and to 
Mr. Nakayama ’s role in strengthening these relations. Mr. 
Nakayama, on his part, praised the existing relations between the 
two friendly countries. The banquet was attended by Foreign 
Ministry Secretary General Nabih Al Nimr. senior ministry 
officials, dean of the diplomatic corps in Jordan as well as a 
number of Arab and foreign ambassadors accredited to Jordan. 

New cold front expected today 

AMMAN (Petra I — Jordan is currently under the effect of an 
atmospheric depression centering south of Cyprus and therefore 
rain is expected to fall in most regions of the Kingdom and floods 
may form in a number of low regions, according to Dr. Ali 
Abanda. director of the Department of Meteorology. He said that 
the depression will affect Jordan, along with other countries in the 
East Mediterranean, for 24 hours bringing in cold wind and 
thunderous rain. The cold wind, he Said," is moving towards this 
region from northern Europe. According to the Public Security 
Department (PSD) poor visibility hit the central and southern 
regions of Jordan due to thick fog on Saturday. The department 
asked motorists to lake extra care while driving in these regions. 



Lanvin regional meeting concludes 


AMMAN — Lanvin distributors 
, from ali over the Middle East 
ended their regional meeting on 
Friday Dec. 18 and approved the 
1988 strategies. 

Distributors met with Mr. 
Marc Kapustin and Mr. Guy 
Caunac from Lanvin Paris, and 
with Intermarkets 1 general mana- 


gers to discuss the 1988 marketing 
and advertising strategies. 

Some of the strategies include a 
unified campaign to run through- 
out the Middle East. 19S8 will 
mark the 100th birthday for Lan- 
vin. and to promote this, Lanvin 
will be investing more in the 
Middle East. 


Crown Prince cites need for objectivity in journalism 

Raising Jordanian standards will create jobs, reliability and confidence 

_ .... . . .i V . ■ ■ JUC....U MwJarrinn tinfl ASHK 1C AC 


By Nenneen Murad 
Special , to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has stressed the need for raising, expanding 
and developing the journalism sector based on 
objectivity in seeking the truth and dealing with the 
various current issues. Prince Hassan referred to 
foreign media cam p ai g ns directed at Arab countries 
on the international level and stressed the need to 
“absorb these campaigns and counteract,’ 7 in order 
to be able to confront harmful campaigns with 
“ideas equal in value and effectiveness. 


He added (hat Jordan can. 
through its "highly skilled man- 
power" and through its media 
and press, develop "pre-emptive 
counter information campaigns to 
deal with hostile propaganda." 

In an address to a symposium 
on Saturday on unemployment of 
media graduates delivered on his 
behalf by Dr. Mohammad Ham- 
dan. president of Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. Prince Hassan said that 
he believes that there is a need 
for "upgrading the level of jour- 
nalistic work in Jordan for it to be 
taken more seriously." 

Following is Prince Hassan's 
speech: 

Dear brothers and sisters. 

It is my pleasure to meet today 
with a group of Jordanian youth 
employed in the field of informa- 
tion. journalism and science of 
communication. This conference 
is extremely important as it will 
discuss various aspects of prob- 
lems related to the graduates of 
departments of journalism. 

Let me at first say that the 
problem of unemployment 
among journalists should be tack- 
led from a viewpoint of expand- 
ing and developing journalism so 
it "can become a distinguished 
sector capable of enlargement 
within Jordan and abroad with a 
prospect to absorb more numbers 
of graduates and other people 
working in journalism. 

Over the past two years and on 
frequent occasions I met with 
several Jordanian journalists and 
heard from them complaints con- 
centrating on the question of 
giving the journalists access to 
officials to take their views on 
current issues. I also remarked, 
that journalists are faced with the 
difficulty in obtaining informa- 
tion needed for their reports. 

Discussions with journalists 
also focused on complaints that 
Jordanians are being discrimin- 
ated against by officials and re- 


ceive ainerent treatment in com- 
parison with foreign journalists. 

I am convinced that these 
issues can be dealt with through 
raising the standard of journal- 
ists' work and the journalism 
profession in Jordan to enable it 
to be taken more seriously by 
officials. 

in the first place, I would like 
to refer to the role of the Jorda- 
nian Journalists Association 
(JJA). 

The new JJA law, in my view, 
projects to a large extent the 
aspirations of journalists in the 
country. Although I am con- 
vinced that the standard of jour- 
nalism in Jordan is good com- 


pared with other countries. I be- 
lieve that nothing has been done 
since the JJA's establishment to- 
wards improving and raising the 
profession's standard. 

I am also unaware of any effort 
on the part of the JJA to achieve 
that objective. 

Therefore, I hope that the JJA 
-will make a study on the hindr- 
ances of journalistic improve- 
ment before laying down an orga- 
nised and able programme for 
invigorating the advancement of 
the JJA's role, especially that it 
represents journalists who are 
employed to work for others as 
well as the owners of newspapers 
in Jordan. 

We live in an era where jour- 
nalism deeply influences 
thoughts, ideas and conceptions 
and. at the same time, serves as a 
window through which the public 
can have access to various world 
events. For this reason, we ought 
to develop the concepts of jour- 
nalism in our country in the poli- 
tical. economic, cultural and sci- 
entific spheres. 

You may have noticed the em- 
ergence of numerous ideas in the 
Jordanian arena recently coincid- 
ing with major political events 
like the extraordinary Arab sum- 
mit meeting and the’ subsequent 
meetings and flurry of activities 
like discussions on joint Arab 
coordination, national and pan- 
Arab course of action, regional 
cooperation, the international 
conference and pan-Arab food 
and social security. I should re- 
mind you that development in the 
event itself runs faster than the 
development of ideas revolving 
about it and.-thus.-jGurnalism-is 
one of the basic channels that are 
capable of formulating the ideas, 
thoughts and underlying implica- 
tions" 

I believe creative work in this 
particular field journalism still 
awaits development. 

No doubt you all realise the 
developments in our region and 
the information and media cam- 
paigns being directed at our coun- 
tries on the international level. 
We ought to absorb these cam- 
paigns and counteract. We should 
be able to confront harmful cam- 
paigns with forceful ideas equal in 
value and effectiveness. 

Jordan, which boasts highly 
skilled manpower, can. through 
its media and press, counter the 
campaigns and refute them at the 
national and pan-Arab levels and 
also can develop pre-emptive 
counter-information campaigns 
to deal with hostile propaganda. 

It is wrong to believe that 
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journalistic writing of exciting 
and negative criticism promotes 
the circulation of newspapers. 

The press should have its own 
credibility through adopting a 
well-defined, balanced and inte- 
grated informational course that 
can reflect its image in the 
medium and long-term and give, 
credence to Jordan’s centricism 
which has proved to be the right 
course in limes of emergency and 
divisions in the .nation's ranks. 

I do not want to create the 
impression that l call on the press 
to give support for all official 
decisions simply because exces- 
sive praise and support without 
justification can only lead to the 
same effect resulting from nega- 
tive information campaigns. 

We should not forget that 
Jordanian citizens are dynamic, 
seeking information even while 
living abroad. For rhis reason. 
one should be careful in addres- 
sing Jordanian expatriates who. 
are" craving to know about the 
developments in their country as 
they are also interested in our 
news and information at home. 

There is quite a good number 
of Jordanian journalists who 
work as correspondents for news- 
papers. news agencies and radio 
stations abroad. These journalists 
sometimes face a dilemma in per- 
forming their role. They, on the 
one hand, cannot forget about 
their country's issues and prob- 
lems and. on the other hand, they 
have io abide by commitments 
imposed on them by their em- 
ployers. 

I believe that following an 
objective course in dealing with 
various issues and seeking the 
truth are sufficient means to help 
guide these journalists in their 
work. It should be noted that in 
the final analysis Jordan will be- 
nefit much more by their stating 
the truth because this country's 
stands are quite clear to all and 
contain no contradictions. 


For this reason, I believe such 
journalists should be specially 
distinguished in their work be- 
cause" their success means open- 
ing the door for employment for 
many of their countrymen and 
colleagues in the field of jour- 
nalism. 

There are those journalists who 
do not actually practice journal- 
ism but specialise in writing col- 
umns and this croup of people a re 
capable of distinguishing one 
newspaper from another because 
it is noteworthy that while th& 
sources of news are similar, ex- 
pounding news and highlighting 
developments and discerning 
their attitudes requires scrutiny 
and could influence the readers' 
thinking. 

Ability to analyse news for the 
press requires constant training 
and I brieve that graduates of 
the journalism departments are 
most capable of delving into this 
field. Jordanian newspapers 
should help journalists in general, 
and journalism graduates in par- 
ticular. to have access to decision- 
makers and intellectuals not only 
in the search for news or com- 
mentary but also on a constant 
and regular basis. This should be 
conducted through an institution- 
al framework .sponsored by the 
JJA similar to practices con- 
ducted by press clubs in many 
countries' of the world. This 
course of training opens a chan- 
nel of communication and dia- 
logue between men of the press 
and officials and intellectuals and 
is bound to create regular rela- 
tionships that can facilitate the 
journalists tasks. 

Journalism is a profession like 
any other professions and there- 
fore it requires constant training 
and development. But I know of 
no training programme for our 
journalists after graduating from 
university so they can develop 
their talents and become creative. 
The new journalists are in need of 


practice in this difficult profession 
so that they can grasp sufficient 
potential to produce effective 
journalistic writings in fonn and 
content. Don't you think that 
such a training programme is 
essential? If it is so. what should 
be its code, its principles and its 
conduct? I call on the JJA 
through this conference to work 
out a programme that can help 
die new graduates to interact and 
get training at the hands of pro- 
fessional journalists so that we 
can develop in the minds of the 
new graduates the desire for 
attaining knowledge and impart 
to them the elements necessary 
for their profession. Such training 
programmes are bound to make 
information media more capable 
of influencing the educational 
programmes at the department of 
journalism in Yarmouk Universi- 
ty. Therefore one should regard 
die process of university educa- 
tion and field training as one 
constant line leading to the crea- 
tion of distinguished journalists 
who can find employment locally, 
regionally and internationally and 
can open for the new graduates 
wide scopes and at the same time 
offer them access to the profes- 
sion of journalism. 

This point leads roe to tackle 
another issue which is no less 
important than training itself. 
What I mean is dealing and con- 
duct among journalists them- 
selves and between the journal- 
ists and society. 

The profession of medicine has 
its own code of conduct. Why 
shouldn't there be another code 
and constitution for journalism to 
help journalists to have confi- 
dence in themselves and qual- 
ifying them to work everywhere? 

fn order to contribute to the 
development of the journalism 
profession and at the highest 
possible level we ought to admit 
that the acquisition of informa- 


tion and news is essential. What 
prevents us from setting up a 
centre for information that can 
serve all journalists? Such a cen- 
tre will no doubt open new scopes 
for journalists to embark on re- 
search and analysing news and 
information and canlead to im- 
proving the profession itself. This 
centre can also absorb new gradu- 
ates, offering them employment. 

• Daily newspapers with so many 
pages have become important 
sources of information and ideas 
for many people. The press and 
newspapers are not con fined any 
more to conveying news. In this 
age, the age of informational 
revolution, the press has become 
a general profession and has its 
own fields of specialisations. The 
Jordanian press sector has ex- 
panded to a degree that spe- 
cialisation has become possible. 
We ought to work towards raising 
the standard - of our press by 
opening the way for specialised 
writing in the press and this can 
open more opportunities for em- 
ployment. I believe there are 
signs that this is going to be the 
attitude, though on a narrow 
scale, at the beginning, especially 
in economic, scientific and infor- 
mational fields. But what we 
need is generalising this idea of 
specialisation at all levels and in 
sectors covered by the press. 

Wort: in information fields 

is an integrated task, although its 
mechanism sometimes differs in 
nature and means. There is an 
obvious difference between 
radio, television and the press 
and each has its own audience 
and potentials. But this differ- 
ence calls on us to find a way for 
integrating them — the three 
means of information media — 
perhaps through exchanging ex- 
pertise. personnel and inter-de- 
pendence in a planned manner 
that seeks to achieve positive 
results. 


WHY AIR FRANCE? 


BECAUSE NOW 

YOU CAN FLY “ LE CLUB" 
3 TIMES A WEEK 



NOW, FROM AMMAN TO PARIS, 
YOU CAN ENJOY ALL THE EXCLUSIVE 
PRIVILEGES OF ' LE CLUB' 

A SPECIAL CHECK-IN COUNTER, 
WIDE, DEEP SEATS, GOURMET 
CLH SINE, SUPERB SERVICE AND A 
RELAXING ATMOSPHERE 
SO YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM THREE 
CLASSES ON AIR FRANCE FLIGHTS: 
FIRST, ECONOMY, AND NOW 
'IE CLUB'. EVERY SUNDAY, TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY. 


AIR FRANCE #/ 


AIR FRANCE 

SHMHSANr- ZETAD SALAH BLDG. 
OPPOSITE AMBASSADOR HOTEL 
PHONEi 666055 
667625 





JORDAN TIMES, S UNDAY DECEMBER 20, 1957 


Jordan Times 

An independent Arab pnluical d*l* puhtatKil in Enjtfr* t^r the Ionian Pic* F<iumld0.n 
EilaWtfwU I«7< 

l*rt}3\ UmI Jl' / l^UlIfU ^ O-m i . t>yl Ijijj u^jj* 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Responsible Editor and Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 

JGditor-ift-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 667171-6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays, 
Subscription and advertising rates a: available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Putting our house in order 

YESTERDAY'S eight-hour debate at the Lower House of 
Parliament has sharpened the focus on our economic and 
political shortcomings and has reminded us of where we stand 
today in terms of economic resources management and political 
maturity. 

No doubt, the deputies who made their voices heard in 
unequivocal terms have drawn their conclusions from the man 
on tne street, who is most affected by dramatic changes in the 
national economy and fluctuations in the political climate. At 
the same time, the deputies, who endorsed next year's budget, 
have also taken the opportunity to reflect a measure of 
frustration with being mute witnesses to Israel's oppressive and 
inhuman practices against our Arab brethren in tne occupied 
West Bank and Gaza. It is indeed an unbearable situation when 
all we could do is lodging diplomatic protests and seeking help 
from the international community in the face of an organised 
campaign of oppression and persecution against our kinsmen a 
few kilometres away. 

The frankness of thought and the bold expression of views on 
the varied policy issues permeated Saturday's session and 
pushed us forward to new and healthy levels. At almost every 
juncture in their speeches, the deputies expressed their 
solidarity with their Brethren labouring under the atrocious 
conditions of the Israeli occupation and subjugation. 

However, our evident helplessness should serve as another 
reminder that we have a long way to go before we could move 
from the stage of words to decisive action to put an end to the 
plight of the Palestinian people and heal the festering sore in 
our region. Towards that end, the first step is putting our house 
in order. Recriminations and accusations or efforts at passing 
the buck are not the answer. What we need is a combined 
common understanding that it is the fate of our country that is 
at stake and it is the duty of every one of us to work together to 
correct past mistakes and resume our march for progress. 

Our nation has a long history of surviving many major crises 
and the same spirit that prevailed and helped us overcome all 
past hurdles should be resurrected. Only through an atmos- 
phere of harmony and dedication to the common cause of 
economic and political stability could we move towards 
achieving the goal of strengthening our country and nation. 

Our parliamentarians were not speaking in a void when they 

B ut their fingers on the causes of our weaknesses and divisions, 
'ndersfanding our shortcomings is the first step towards 
realising our strength. 
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Al Ra 7; House committee pjaises budget 

THE financial committee of the Lower House of Parliament has 
endorsed the draft budget of 1988 and recommended that the House 
ratify - it at Saturdays session. The committee’s decision translates the 
national and pan- Arab commitment to which Jordan adheres in the 
light of the principles and directives laid down by the King who has 
been striving at all fronts to bolster the Kingdom’s defences and 
protect its gains in the face of external threats and numerous 
challenges. The financial committee which paid tribute to the King 
for leading ihe Arabs to a successful summit where consensus and 
agreement were reached on all issues, said that the summit served as 
a first step towards a new era in inter-Arab relations. The committee 
also praised the King’s efforts in enhancing the armed forces and in 
directing the government towards reconstruction and development; 
and gave total support to the King’s endeavours for supporting the 
steadfastness of the Arab people in the occupied lands. The 
committee was unanimous in paying tribute to the heroic struggle of 
the Palestinian people for freedom from Israeli rule and said that 
resisting enemy practices was a legitimate exercise for all nations and 
peoples seeking freedom and justice. The committee recommended 
that the government carry on with its efforts to extend support for the 
Palestinian people under Israeli rule and at the same time continue 
building up the armed forces, the people’s army and public security 
which it said should go along with the process of development in 
social and economic fields. 

AJ Dustour: Lessons from Palestine 

AS reactions to the events in the occupied territories continue from 
around the world and as criticism of Israel's atrocities intensifies, 
world nations have come to realise the following facts: First, that 
what is happening inside the occupied Arab lands is a popular revolt 
and not a mere bom of unrest like that witnessed over the past 20 
years. Yesterday which marked the Kith day in the current revolt 
Underlined this fact more than at any time in the past. Second, the 
uprising has exposed the true face of the Israelis and their racist 
nature, described by foreign news agencies as reflecting thaL of the 
racist regime in Pretoria in its arbitrary rule against the hlacks of 
South Africa. Third, that the Israelis lust for blood and their 
tendency towards bloodshed deprived Israel from those remaining 
voices that used to support ihe Jewish state’s actions in the occupied 
regions. Fourth, that the uprising in the face of injustice and 
repression has now won the support and the positive response of 
Arab people living in occupied Palestine since 1948. These people 
have now come to the open, supporting their brothers in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip and showing total solidarity with their cause 
and their struggle for freedom. 

SawtAIShaab: Facts about resistance 

THE current repressive measures against the Palestinian people 
under Israeli rule reflect the following: First, that Israel which relies 
on its armed force believes that its weapons will help it achieve its 
far-reaching goals through committing acts of terrorism, genocide 
and aggression and massacring the Palestinian people in their 
homeland. Second, that the current wave of terrorism against the 
Arab people has exposed Israel’s aggressive nature to the whole 
world, and its lust for continued expansion. Third, that the 
Palestinian people under occupation rule will never surrender and 
capitulate in the face of Israel's atrocities and will continue to seek 
freedom. Fourth, that the Arab Nation which was unified al the 
Amman Arab summit is now confronted with a test: and calls on 
Arab states to speedily extend all forms of help and assistance to their 
brother in the occupied land. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Minimum wages breed more unemployment 

1 - ■; mqviimim amnimf nf wan 


MANY voices are demanding the imposition of a minimum wage 
level, or the raising of this mmimum to JD 70 or SO a month. The 
Ministry of Labour and Social Development has been quoted as 
saying that the minimum wage was currently under consideration, 
uid that a decision might be announced shortly. 

We strongly oppose die adoption of a minimum wage level. If 
one does exist we oppose its activation in the present unemploy- 
ment environment. We don’t take this position in defence of 
employers, rather, we take it in defence of the workers themselves. 
Our argument is based on the following: 

First: Once a minimum daily or monthly wage is adopted it would 
immediately become the normal wage for any new worker. 
Employers "will hold to this minimum and argue that it is a fair wage 
in accordance with the law, while at least 95 per cent of the workers 
take home more than the minimum. 

Second: If the imposed minimum was higher than the level which 
otherwise would be freely determined by supply and demand in the 
labour market, which is the purpose for having a legal minimum 
wage, it will lead to unemployment. Employers are under no legal 
obligation to employ. Higher wages make a strong incentive to 
reduce the number of workers. Naturally higher prices must reduce 
demand. The demand for labour is no exception. Therefore the 
imposition of minimum wage is a guaranteed prescription for 


increased unemployment. _ . 

Third: If the minimum wage was lower than the wage otherwise 
determined by the market forces it would work as a penalty against 
workers who would get more in the absence of the fixed minimum. 

Fourth: Minimum wages policies are normally applicable to 
lower workers groups, such as the very old, the very young, the 
handicapped, and those with little or no experience or training. 
Employers will normally refuse those groups if they have to pay 
them higher salaries. The minimum wage level hurts the very 
groups that it is meant to help. The most deprived ana the weakest 
in the society who deserve support will be the natural victims of 

such a policy. , , c . . 

Fifth: The imposition of minimum wages may be beneficial to 
low-income earners who are already securely employed in a stable 
establishment. They may get more in the form of cash wages but the 
employers will reduce or eliminate certain fringe benefits, and that 
would worsen the working conditions and that the workers would 
end up as losers. The unemployed who are the most deserving of 
assistance do not benefit at all. 

Sixth: As a result of all the above factors, the imposition of 
minimum wages may benefit a small number of workers already 
employed, but it will reduce the overall number of employed, and 
consequently reduce the national payroll. The real interest of the 


Focus of Palestinian revolt shifts to Jerusalem 


working class lies in drawing the maximum amount of wages for all 
the salaried people, not to increase the pay of those who are 
working at the expense of keeping more workers without wages at 
all. 

The Ministry of Labour and Social Development would be well 
advised to dismiss the idea of minimum wages. Die priority at this 
time should be the creation of more jobs to face the growing 
unemployment and not to increase wages which not be justified 
except through improved productivity. 

One crucial question should be answered before deciding on the 
minimum wage policy: Would this minimum be applicable to all 
classes of workers irrespective of whether they are engineers, 
clerks, typists, or camp guards, or would the ministry come up with 
a minimum for each and every specific job? Would the minimuni 
take into account the age of the worker, bis or her experience, 
education, working circumstances etc., or would these factors be 
irrelevent to the minimum wage chat ir won’t be fair? 

Those who call for the imposition of minimum wages in Jordan 
(and elsewhere) would like to appear as defenders of the working 
class interest. Actually they are either ignorant or seekers of cheap 
popularity. In both cases they are enemies of the real interests of 
the workers. 

House endorses 1 988 budget" 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arabs, compared with about 
320,000 Jews in west Jerusalem 
and outlying areas. 

Thousands of Israeli Arabs 
gathered in Nazareth in a rally of 
solidarity for the residents of the 
occupied territories. They called 
for the creation of a Palestinian 
state alongside Israel. A general 
strike of Israel's 800,000 Arab 
citizens has been called for 
Monday. 

A military spokesman said de- 
monstrations also occurred on 
Saturday in the West Bank towns 
of Qalqilya. Jenin and Hebron, 
with protesters pelting troops 
with stones and bottles. 

The Palestine Press Service 
said two Arabs were wounded 
when troops opened fire to dis- 
perse a protest near the West 
Bank town of Bethlehem. 

In the Gaza Strip, the focus of 
much of the recent violence. I 
Arab protesters burnt tyres and 
threw stones. In the Jabaliya re- 
fugee camp in Gaza City, soldiers 
used tear-gas to disperse protes- 
ters who threw stones and raised 
the Palestinian flag. 

Near Nablus, the army im- 
posed a curfew on the Balata and 
Askar refugee camps after pro- 
tests broke out in both areas, an 
army spokesman said. Troops 
used tear-gas to disperse the pro- 
testers. he said. 

On Arab Jerusalem's central 
Saleheddin street, police fired 
hundreds of tear-gas cannisters to 
disperse crowds of protesters who 
were throwing stones, erecting 
barricades and shouting anti- 
Israeli slogans. 

A senior police officer at the 
scene said Saturday’s protests 
were the worst in Jerusalem since 
1976 when residents protested in 
sympathy with Israeli Arabs de- 
monstrating against land seizures 
in Galilee. 

Israel Radio, meanwhile, re- 
ported that Israel’s supreme court 
had ordered an inquiry into the 
death on Thursday of a Palesti- 
nian, Atweh Abu Samahadna. 
from bullet wounds received from 
Israeli troops after he stabbed a 
soldier. 

The radio quoted eyewitnesses 
as saying Samahadna was shot in 
the legs after slightly wounding 
the soldier on Wednesday and 
was taken to an Israeli hospital.. 
He died in hospital the next 
morning, but the cause of death 
was not stated on his death cer- 
tificate. the radio said. 

Protests continue in 
Lebanon 

Thousands of Palestinians and 
Lebanese protested throughout 
Lebanon for a second day on 
Saturday against Israel's killing of 
Palestinian" demonstrators in "the 
occupied territories. 

An estimated 4.000 men. 
women and children marched 
through the northern city of Tri- 
poli. chanting slogans against 
Israel. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
staged sit-ins at four refugee 
camps near the southern port of 
Tyre to protest at the Israeli 
killing of Palestinians. 

A general strike paralysed the 
southern city of Sidon and the 
nearby refugee camps of ‘Ain Al 
HiJweh and Mieh Mieh. Demon- 
strations continued for a second 
day in west Beirut. 

the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God ) movement 
mounted a show of force against 
Israel in Beirut’s southern sub- 
urbs on Friday. 

In Sidon, an official of the 
Amai militia said it would free all 
Palestinians taken prisoner in 
three years of fighting around 
Lebanon’s refugee camps. 

Atcf Aoun said the move was 
*’a gift to the struggling Palesti- 
nian people paying ihe price of 
defending their nation with their 


blood” in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

He did not give a date for the 
release or say "how many Palesti- 
nians Amal held. Officials at 
Amal headquarters in west Beirut 
were not available to confirm the 
report. 

Palestinian sources in Sidon 
said the militia, led by Justice 
Minister Nabih Bern, was hold- 
ing at least 150 Palestinians cap- 
tured in the “camps war” in 
Beirut and the south. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Charles Red- 
man reiterated on Friday the 
Reagan administration’s call for 
restraint in dealing with the con- 
tinuing violence in the occupied 

Mubarak 

receives 

King’s 

message 

(Continued from page 1) 

the West Bank and Gaza and 
accused Israel of violating the 
human rights of Palestinian in- 
habitants. 

Another government state- 
ment, issued later Saturday said 
President Hosni Mubarak strong- 
ly resents Israel’s “methods of 
repression and persecution'' and 
the indiscriminate shooting of 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza. 

“President Hosni Mubarak and 
the Egyptian people have fol- 
lowed the bloody events taking 
place in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories of Gaza and the West Bank 
with deep concern and strong 
resentment.” the statement said". 

“This is because Israel is using 
methods of repression and 
persecution, showing no regard 
for the lives of innocent people — 
old men, women and children — 
and violating its international 
obligations in a grievous manner 
that threatens the Middle East 
peace process.” 

Three earlier statements from 
the Foreign Ministry were issued 
last Saturday, Tuesday and Fri- 
day. The wording has been prog- 
ressively harsher. 

The latest statement accused 
Israel of defying the internation- 
al community and said its forces 
have been “opening fire indiscri- 
minately on civilians.” 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“What we have seen again 
underscores the need for both 
sides to exercise restraint and 
avoid confrontations and work to 
change the prevailing atmos- 
phere. which is one of tension 
and mutual distrust,” thespokes- 
man said. 

Earlier this week, he made it 
clear the U.S. was urging both 
Israel and the Palestinian popula- 
tion of the occupied territories to 
back away from confrontations. 

However, the spokesman 
emphasised that he would not 
“get into the habit of characteris- 
ing the nature and extent of 
diplomatic contacts, in any case,” 
when one reporter asked if the 


United States was in daily contact 
with Israeli authorities concern- 
ing the situarion. 

“I would only note in a more 
general sense that we have always 
counseled avoiding the use of 
lethal means in circumstances 
such as this in the West Bank and 
Gaza.” Redman said. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said President 
Reagan was “very concerned ab- 
out events in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank.” 

“Our position is, as you know, 
the hope that direct negotiations 
between the parties there could 
relieve tensions between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours.” the 
spokesman told re"porters. 


Security Council postpones vote 


(Continued from page 1) 

states sought to retain the tough- 
est Dossibie language. 

Tne original draft, sponsored 
by the council’s non-aligned 
members, would condemn “those 
policies and practices of Israel... 
which violate the human rights of. 
the Palestinian people.” 

The draft would call on Israel 
to abide scrupulously by the 
Geneva convention on the -treat- 
ment of civilians in time of war, 
and stress the urgent need to 
reach a just, durable and peaceful 
settlement of the Arab-Israel 
conflict, under the auspices of the 
United Nations. 

The draft would also request 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de CueJJar to examine the present 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies by all means available to him, 
including the appointment of a 
special representative, and to re- 
port back to the council by Jan. 
20 on measures necessary to en- 
sure the safety and protection of 
the Palestinian civilians under 
Israeli occupation. 

The proposed changes include 
substitution of the phrase 
“strongly deplore” for “con- 
demn” and elimination of the 
reference to a U.N. special repre- 
sentative. 

Britain told the council on Fri- 
day the use of force by Israel in 
the occupied territories had been 
excessive and contravened provi- 
sions of the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention on the Treatment of Civi- 
lians in Time of War. 

“In our view, on the evidence 
available to us, the use of force by 


the occupation authorities has 
been excessive and has clearly 
contravened the requirement 
placed upon the occupying power 
by Article 27 of the convention 
that all protected persons be tre- 
ated humanely at all times,” Brit- 
ish Representative Crispin Tick- 
el! said. 

“The tragedy of what is now 
happening in Gaza and elsewhere 
in the occupied territories under- 
lines the need for urgent efforts 
to achieve a peaceful settle- 
ment.” the British envoy said. 

“In the meantime, we urge all 
concerned to do their utmost to 
put an end to the violence which 
has claimed so many lives." 

As the Security Council met on 
Friday, pro-Palestinian demon- 
strators shouted slogans and un- 
furled banners outside the coun- 
cil’s visitors’ gallery. 

“Stop killing Palestinian peo- 
ple. End the occupation,” they 
chanted. 

There were brief scuffles as 
U.N. guards snatched up plav- 
cards carrying slogans such as: 
“Israel stop killing Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza.” 

The demonstration momentarily 
spilled over into the Security 
Council gallery, Mr. Tickell to 
remark in mid-speech: 

“A little local colour I don't 
think helps our debate.” 

The demonstrators were bun- 
dled out of the building after 
about 15 minutes. 

A pamphlet handed out by one 
organiser said they represented 
"the Palestinian community and 
the Palestine Solidarity Move- 
ment in New York.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

ready to introduce slight austerity 
measures to achieve savings with- 
out sacrificing the country's needs 
and to curb public spending. 

The prime ministers' remarks 
were in reply to a report by the 
House's Financial Committee 
and speeches by 24 deputies who 
voiced concern over the country’s 
growing debt which is estimated 
to equal 15 per cent of national 
exports. 

The deputies also criticised 
what they viewed as “a luxu- 
rious” style adopted by govern- 
ment departments which “own 
expensive machines, equipments 
and cars.” According to Amman 
Deputy Sheikh Abdul Baqi 
Qamo. the cars owned by one 
government department were 
enough to "cover the combined 
needs of al! the government de- 
partments.” 

Mr. Rifai said that researchers 
were preparing a study on equip- 
ment and vehicles owned by the 
various ministries and depart- 
ments and the government would 
act accordingly to avoid extra 
spending. “"But most of the 
machinery and cars are used in 
the field,” he noted. 

Some deputies criticised .the 
low standards and quality of local 
industries which have benefitted 
from the government’s protec- 
tionist policies and measures. 

Mr. Rifai said that the govern- 
ment would not drop its "protec- 
tionist measures but these poli- 
cies were “temporary” to boost 
local industries and protect them 
from unfair foreign competition. 

The prime minister also dis- 
agreed with some deputies’ re- 
marks that the allocations in the 
budget were not related to the 
allocations in the 1986-1990 five- 
year development plan for the 
East Bank. “The allocations for 
developmental projects corres- 
pond to and equal the funds 
allocated for developmental pro- 
jects in the third year* of the 
plan.” he said. 

The committee’s report called 
on the government to reduce the 
JD 11 million allocated to fund 
feasibility studies by foreign con- 
sultative companies for big pro- 
jects. 

The committee also urged the 
government to increase "its re- 
liance on local consultative firms. 
But Mr. Rifai explained that the 
government was compelled to 


hire foreign firms when the con-.' 
cemed projects were financed by 
foreign institutions. However the : 
prime minister added that the 
government depends on local 
firms when the projects are fi- 
nanced by local and public funds. . 

In general, the deputies sup- 
ported the government’s objec- 
tives to strengthen the Armed.. 
Forces and the security services 
and to support the people in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Most West Bank deputies as - 
well as a big number of East Bank 
rep resen tan ves urged the govern- 
ment to increase allocations for - 
the five-year development prog- 
ramme for the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

Ramallah Deputy Nicola Akel "■ 
questioned the allocations and' 
claimed that only JD 2 millior 
had been received by the people 
inside the territories as part of the 
programme allocations. He askec 
the "government to explain the .’ 
wav the money was spent. 

Two West Bank deputies sup 
ported a European Coimnunil) 
(EC) decision to buy agricultura 
products directly from Palesi . 
mans in the West Bank and Gaza 

Bethlehem Deputy Edwarc. : 
Khaims urged the government r 
“connect telephone lines -with the ■ 
•occupied territories to enable • 
people to talk to their relatives.’ 

He noted that an Israeli com 
pany is currently connectin; 
phone lines via Europe betwea 
the occupied territories am' 
Arab capitals. 

“Do you consider that connect- 
ing phone lines with the occupy - 
temtories as a normalisation 0 • 
relations (with Israel); if tbat i - 
so. then what about what tin 
Israeli company is doing?... isn’ 
it a de facto normalisation (0 
relations),” he asked. 

A number of deputies, mdud 
ing Abdullah Al Akaileh. Riyadh* 
Al Nawaiseh, Yousef Al Adenr - 
Daoud Toumeh Daoud, Foua . 
Faraj, and Leith Shbeilat. callo 
for expansion of democratic fret - '.: 
doms and a freer press. 

The deputies criticised soiro.: 
practices by the General IntelK 
gence Department especiall; : 
those preventing people frwi 
work or travel. 

“It is wrong to fight people ii- : 
their livelihood,” Dr. AkaileU 
said. He urged the government P- - 
introduce laws that can cootK : - 
and prevent such measures. 
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Deputies take time off_ from budget debate to address politica[ and_ social issues 

Representatives hail Palestinian uprising and call on government 
to ease unemployment, extend help to West Bank, control 
excesses by security services and limit the use of martial laws 


Following are summaries and excerpts from speeches by Parliament 
members made at Saturday's session during which the Lower House 
of Parliament debated and approved the 1988 budget: 


Abdallah Akailefa 
Tafileh constituency 

Deputy Abdullah Akaileh, a 
member of the House financial 
committee, dedicated his speech 
to complain about measures prac- 
ticed by security bodies and the 
government which he said were 
counterproductive and harmed 
the long-term stability of the 
Kingdom. 

Describing internal security as 
“the pulse of life for society," Dr. 
Akaileh said that some practices 
by security organisations have 
promoted a sense of injustice 
among citizens and harmed the 
overall interests of the state. 

“The duty of security organs is 
to remove the fuse and not to 
help ignite it,” the Tafileh deputy 
said. “Its duty is to seek the 
loyalty of citizens and not to push 
them to antagonism; to enhance 
their love of the country and not 
to incur their hate; to gather 
people around the regime and not 
push them away from it. 

“I have been concerned with 
the problem of security measures 
applied to some citizens, as it has 
concerned many citizens through- 
out the years of my membership 
in the House,” Dr. Akaileh said. 
“Many citizens have called on me 
concerning this problem, and it is 
a matter that is increasing in 
severity and accelerating day af- 
ter day, to the point where the 
issue has become one before 
which we are only shrugging our 
shoulders and saying ‘There is no 
strength or power except through 
God,' (a verse from the Holy 
Koran)/' 

“These security measures have 
much more negative effects than 
its practitioners may perceive,” 
Dr. Akaileh told the House. 

“Hundreds of families have be- 
come threatened because of the 
dismissal of their breadwinners 
who were banned from work in 
public institutions and, some- 
times, even to earn their liveli- 
hood at private institutions.” 

Dr. Akaileh appealed to con- 
cerned authorities to consider the 
“psychological and socio-political 
effects" resulting from such 
security measures. 

“I hereby demand from your 
esteemed House and the 
esteemed government to inter- 
fere to reinstate constitutional 
and legal controls on the be- 
haviour that T can only describe 
as the first element for a breach in 
security and stability in the 
society. 

“These practices and measures 
are illegal and unconstitutional 
Dr. Akaileh said, adding that 
violations of the law by citizens 
should be left to be handled by 
courts. “No institution or author- 
ity has the right to go beyond the 
Imits of the constitution and law 
and to assume authorities defined 
for other institutions. 

“To all the wise and loyal 
people I say that what is happen- 
ing in this respect harms the 
regime in this country." 

Security systems, he said, are 
the arms of the executive branch 
and the source of its information 
for derision makers on the level 
of the executive authority. “But 
for these organs to become the 
authority that takes decisions and 
goes beyond its security role to a 
purely political role is something 
that violates the constitution and 
contradicts it. These organs have 
furthermore violated the consti- 
tutional pyramid and the principle 
of balance and separation of au- 
thorities and has assumed a posi- 
tion above the three branches of 
state on the constitutional pyra- 
mids." 

. Dr. Akaileh continued: "The 
responsibility for this rests on the 
shoulders of the government 
which is responsible for this con- 
stitutional imbalance. 

“It has become clear for every 
citizen and official that the role of 
government has clearly grown 
and intensified on the external 
level, while internal matters have 
been left to be bandied by the 
security organs." He said this was 
“something before which we can- 
not remain silent.” 

“Martial laws come as an ex- 
ception and not the rule in the 
governing of states. The reasons 
for their existence are usually for 
circumstance beyond the control 
of the state. The limits for its 
application should be the nar- 
rowest towards securing the high- 


er interests of the state and its 
sovereignty. 

“But what is really regrettable 
is that the General Military Gov- 
ernor (the prime minister) has 
used martial law, on many occa- 
sions , outside the defined con- 
text. He used them to dismiss a 
number of citizens from their jobs 
and has also used them to circum- 
vent some others from getting 
their rights through the courts by 
stopping courts from looking into 
their appeals.” 

Dr. Akaileh said: “This is a 
clear injustice that we do not 
accept, and which should not be 
practiced by the prime minister. 

“Besides being a violation of 
the constitution that guarantees 
the freedom of the pursuit of 
justice, it is also an abuse of 
authority.” 

Stressing the importance of in- 
ternal security in preserving soci- 
ety’s achievements and develop- 
ment, Dr. Akaileh said that with- 
out security, “the state loses the 
elements for its existence and the 
continuation of its entity.” 

“This is why we want the secur- 
ity system in our country to be a 
base on which to rest our entity 
and protect our achievements in 
an atmosphere of stability. 

“No security system, no matter 
how strong , is capable of achiev- 
ing security and stability in socie- 
ty except through a bridge of 
confidence extending to the 
citizen. Only then would the 
security base expand so that its 
roots go deep into society. We 
want our security organs to be on 
a high level of efficiency and 
training, equipped with the mod- 
em information systems." 

Commenting on the 19S8 fiscal 
budget and the five-year develop- 
ment plan, Dr. Akaileh said that 
when he asked the finance minis- 
ter about the allocations in the 
budget for the five-year develop- 
ment plan, the minister said he 
did not know. 

“I have deduced from his 
answer that there was no coor- 
dination between the allocations 
for development projects in the 
budget and allocations in the five 
year plan." Dr. Akaileh ques- 
tioned the feasibility of efforts 
spent on drafting the five-year 
development plan. 

“It appears to me that the 
budget is in one vally and the plan 
is in another.” 

Riad Nawayseh 
Karak constituency 

Deputy Riad Nawayseh hailed 
in his speech “the martyrs of 
Palestine and its revolt, who once 
again are reaffirming that armed 
struggle and sacrifice is the only 
way to liberate the homeland and 
uproot the Zionist racist aggres- 
sor from the Arab-Islamic land of 
Palestine." 

Dr. Nawayseh praised the Iraqi 
people for their defence of "the 
eastern flank of the Arab Nation, 
where the convoys of honourable 
martyrs have been defending for 
seven years the evil wind coming 
from Khomeinism that is allied 
with Zionism and imperialism." 

The Karak deputy said that 
Arab regimes have realised “just 
as their people have done, that 
any of these regimes do not hold 
the elements of a sovereign state 
away from collective Arab re- 
sources and energies. It has be- 
come clear that the role played by 
the Zionist entity in the Arab 
region has forced these states to 
reconsider their policies and to 
return to raising the flag of joint 
Arab action and solidarity in an 
unsuccessful attempt to contain 
and postpone their crises.” 

Dr. Nawayseh said that Arab 
states should “detonate” the powers 
of their people and their re- 
sources in accordance with a 
democratic, progressive and uni- 
ty-oriented vision that embrace 
ail Arabs in addition to support- 
ing the struggle of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation until the 
Zionist disease is removed from 
the body of the nation.” 
Commenting on the budget. 
Dr. Nawayseh criticised the real 
amount of the deficit and urged 
for a treatment of the situation. 
He said that foreign debts were 
“dangerously burdensome” and 
that there was a need to stop and 
draw up a fiscal and monetary 
policy that can tackle the 
problem. 

He called for limiting the gov- 


ernment spending and for an end 
of supporting financially ailing 
companies and projects. He 
urged the government to redirect 
its budget to tackle the basic 
problems facing people such as 
unemployment, the decline in 
economic activity, the deficit, 
foreign debts and national 
sovereignty. 

Dr. Nawayseh said that nation- 
al solutions required mobilising 
the people behind their lead- 
ership. He said such an undertak- 
ing called for the adoption of foe 
following measures: 

— lifting martial Jaws and 
releasing the constitution. 

— The cancellation of the mar- 
tial law of 1939. 

— Reconsidering a 11 laws and 
exceptional legislation that limit 
freedom. 

— 'Hie amendment of the elec- 
tion (aw in harmony with the 
constitution. 

— Releasing public freedom 
and legalising political parties and 
organisations, without any res- 
triction or sponsorship and 
guaranteeing the freedom of 
opinion and expression in all its 
forms. 

Laith Shbeilat 

Amman constituency 

Laith Shbeilat called in his 
speech for the development of 
Arab forces to deal with Israeli 
aggression and liberate the occu- 

ied territories by force. He cal- 
for arming the people to 
confront Israeli threats. Hailing 
the uprising of Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, he called for 
Arab support for the wave of 
protests against Israeli occupa- 
tion. He said Israel would not opt 
for peace unless it was threatened 
by force. “What is taken by force 
cannot be restored but by force.” 

Mr. Shbeilat called on the gov- 
ernment to level with the people. 

“We have entered a very diffi- 
cult phase on the political and 
economic levels which we cannot 
overcome except by an honest 
stand," Mr. Shbeilat said. “This 
requires work in this direction by 
the House and the government by 
establishing confidence between 
the rulers and the ruled.” 

The Amman deputy criticised 
the intelligence department. 

“Unfortunately." Mr. Shbeilat 
said, “the gap between the peo- 
ple and the government is wide- 
ning because of daily practices by 
the intelligence (department) in 
classifying people and cutting 
their livelihoods and banning 
them from travel.” 


pie 

led 


He said the government had 
promised not to expand in the 
implementation of martial laws 
and stressed its respect for the 
citizens and their freedom of 
opinion and expression. 

“And now, after three years,” 
Mr. Shbeilat told the House, “it 
has become dear that the govern- 
ment, contrary to what it had 
promised, has expanded in the 
use of martial authorities, 
reaching the point of dismissing 
(citizens from their jobs) for the 
most trivia] reasons that have no 
bearing on security whatsoever.” 

He said that during its present 
term, the government has “rein- 
stated things the people had for- 
gotten, such as . interfering in 
municipal election as in the case 
of Irbid municipality elections, 
when a junior security staff de- 
cided, in the name of Jordan, that 
certain people were nor responsi- 
ble enough to nominate them- 
selves (for the elections).” He 
said that the security official has 
banned certain people from run- 
ning in the elections. He did not 
provide any names. 

Mr. Shbeilat called on the gov- 
ernment to assume its responsibi- 
lities defined by the constitution 
in order to avoid abuses of other 
authorities in the system. He also 
called for the establishment of 
public accountability among gov- 
ernment officials as well as parlia- 
mentarians and the press. 

He said that certain decisions 
and practices by some officials 
have often created burdens on 
the economy. He said these offi- 
cials “have not been held 
accountable. Some were even en- 
trusted to put in order wbat they 
themselves have spoiled. 

“We demand that all those who 
practised and still practise such 
acts be called to accept on their 
actions in accordance with the 
priorities and gravity of their ac- 
tion,” Mr. Shbeilat said. 

Deputies: Nader Abu A1 Shaar,. 
Jamal Obeidat, Rizk A1 
Bataineh 
Irbid constituency 

The three deputies presented a 
joint paper which called on the 
government to make allocations 
for the following: 

— Building the King Abdullah 
Hospital in Irbid in view of the 
need for hospital services and the 
lack of proper services at the 
moment. 

— Setting up a voluntary scout 
camp in the northern regions. 

Erecting an integrated agri- 
cultural school in the Irbid Gov- 


emorate to prepare students for 
studies at Shobak and Rabbeb 
agricultural . schools. 

— Allocating funds for Irbid’s 
Govemorate to set up schools. At 
present Irbid govemorate has 100 
schools, all of them rented build- 
ing in bad conditions. ■ 

— Helping Irbid municipality 
financially so that it can expand 
its services. 

— Allocating funds for build- 
ing new roads and improving 
.others in the Irbid Govemorate. 

Yousef A1 Azem 
Ma’an constituency 

Deputy Yousef A1 Azem urged 
the government to allow more 
freedom to the press and express- 
ion in the country. “Isn’t it the 
right thing to do to allow freedom 
for the newspapers to write and 
for writers to breathe and com- 
ment?” Mr. Azem asked. 

He criticised the Ministry of 
Information for pressuring jour- 
nalists and said that more free- 
dom of the press would lead to a 
better level of understanding. 

“What right does the Ministry 
of Information have to black out 
on speeches by deputies who en- 
joy immunity?” Mr. Azem asked. 
He said Parliament sessions “are 
now being reported according to 
the wishes of the official organs of 
the House and not according to 
what the deputy has said or 
adopted.” 

He said it was illogical to "dis- 
tort deputies words... (I call for) 
lifting the censorship of the 
Ministry of Information on 
speeches by deputies, and I hope 
that today will be the beginning 
of a new practice in which we see 
the light between the lines/' 

Rlbhi Mustafa 
Bethlehem, constituency 

Mr. Mustafa said: “In this brief 
speech I would like to convey the 
wishes of the people in’ the Beth- 
lehem constituency: 

“ — Rescheduling the payment 
of loans for housing. 

Paying the salaries of all 
those West Bank officials 
appointed after the 1967 war 
similar to school teachers there. 

Increasing the amounts of 
loans given to farmers for re- 
claiming their land. 

“■ — Supporting the work and 
programmes of cooperative orga- 
nisations. 

“ — Helping students financial- 
ly to enable them to pay their fees 
to schools and universities in the 
East Bank and abroad. 

“ — Creating jobs for unem- 
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ployed graduates living in the 

occupied territory. 

“ — Extending the residence 
period for West Bank residents in 
the East Bank to allow them to 
find jobs. 

“ — Pursuing contacts with the 
European Community to find 
markets for the produce of the 
occupied territory.” 

Nazih Affimarin 

Karak constituency 

Dr. Ammarin said: “I support 
the government’s endeavours to 
promote health services' in the 
Kingdom and urge the govern- 
ment to pursue efforts to provide 
comprehensive health services to 
all sectors of the population be- 
cause health is a service for ail 
citizens. 

“I would like to urge the Minis- 
try of Health and the Jordan 
Medical Association to reduce 
charges for medical care and ex- 
amination by private doctors and 
hospitals specially in the present 
difficult economic stuation. 

“I also call on die government 
to give more attention to hospital 
services in the Karak Govern o- 
rate because the present services 
are not sufficient for the growing 
demand. There is also need for a 
nursing college in Karak, an idea 
approved by the government in 
1985 and never implemented. 

“The Karak Govemorate was 
until recently out of telephone 
service, but the recent automatic 
telephone services have a high 
cost making it impossible for 
many people to benefit from the 
improvements.” 

- Ati Abo El’izz 
Ma’an constituency 
* 

Mr. Abu El’izz said “the 1988 
draft budget shows mutual, good 
cooperation and understanding 
between the legislative and ex- 
ecutive authorities. It also reflects 
a sense of responsibility and 
effective participation between 
the two branches of the state in 
order to achieve the country’s 


national interests. 

“After reviewing the draft 
budget, I would like to point out 
to the following: 

“ — Allocations made in the 
budget for oar Armed Forces and 
public security forces are not 
sufficient for their duties and 
responsibilities. Therefore, I call 
for increasing ,these allocations 
for the Aimed Forces and public 
security to enable them to 
achieve their development and 
training programmes. 

i would like to express my 
deep appreciation to the govern- 
ment for financial allocations it 
made in the 1988 budget for 
supporting the steadfastness of 
tiie Arab people in the occupied 
Arab territories. I hope that the 
government will extend more 
financial aid to the West Bank. 

“ — Excessive government bor- 
rowing is very obvious in the 
budget. This is a very grave prob- 
lem and makes it very necessary 
for us to reconsider its complica- 
tions. 

“ — I ask the government to 
raise the administrative status of 
Aqaba city to a govemorate simi- 
lar to other govern orates in the 
Kingdom. 

“Finally, I support the de- 
velopment projects and plans 
contained in the draft budget and 
wish the government all success.” 

Deputy Tabseen Al Fares 
Nablus constituency 

Mr. Fares said: ‘The citizens of 
the occupied Arab territories 
look to the government to imple- 
ment the directives of King Hus- 
sein with regard to the develop- 
ment plans in the occupied re- 
gions. 

“I appeal to the government to 
re-examine its regulations and 
laws governing travel across the 
bridges, and to reconsider resi- 
dence and movement of West 
Bankers in the East Bank. I also 
urge the government to help the 
citizens of the West Bank to 
market their industrial and agri- 


cultural produce here and 
abroad. 

“I believe that the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
is vital in this concern and is also 
helpful to enhance the steadfast- 
ness of the people in the occupied 
territories. At present and in the 
absence of a local authority m the 
occupied lands a total of 482 
cooperative organisations are 
helping the Arab population to 
market their products and help- 
ing in housing and other schemes 
in the occupied territory. These 
cooperative organisations have 
helped in reclaiming land and 
offered services to different sec- 
tors of the population in health 
and education.” 

Carlos Di’mes 

Bethlehem constituency 

Dr. Di’mes said: “I would like 
to draw the attention of the gov- 
ernment that the failure of major 
economic projects has shaken the 
confidence in Jordan’s economic 
investment as a whole. This fai- 
lure is mainly due to planning and 
execution and therefore the gov- 
ernment is invited to deal with 
the causes of failure with a firm 
hand. 

“The government is also in- 
vited to make it clear for all 
economic sectors which benefi- 
ted from government-imposed 
protectionist measures that these 
measures are only temporary and 
that the economic sector should 
make its aim to produce good 
quality products so that national 
production can forge ahead with 
confidence. 

“The government has planned 
and conducted contacts with 
Jordanian expatriates but this 
form of contact was limited and 
the government is called on to 
intensify its efforts 

“Despite the efforts made by 
Prince Hass an for overhauling 
the educational process in Jordan 
it is obvious that most graduates 
are turned out with poor learn- 
ing. 
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Liverpool remains on top sports in brief 

The Reds ’ winning sequence equals 38 -year-old club record jockey club acts after Piggott jailing 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY DECEMBER 20, 1987 


LONDON (Agencies) — Runaway English First 
Division leaders Liverpool equalled a 38-year-old 
club record on Saturday when they stretched their 
unbeaten run to 19 matches with a 1-0 home win 
over Sheffield Wednesday. 


Gary Gillespie's 76th minute 
goal earned Liverpool their 14th 
win of the current campaign. .The 
1949-50 side began with 10 wins 
and nine draws. 

With second-placed Arsenal 
scrambling a 1-1 draw at home to 
defending" champions Everton in 
ihe top match of a First Division 
programme reduced to only five 
matches because of Christmas 
shopping, the Reds galloped 
seven points clear at the top. 

They have 47 points, ahead of 
Arsenal on 40. Nottingham 
Forest, comfortable 2-0 winners 
at Oxford, on 57. and Manchester 
United on 35. 

Central defender Steve Bruce 
had a winning starr to his career 
at Old Trafford. Signed from Nor- 
wich for £825.000" (SI. 5 million) 
on Thursday. Bruce impressed at 
the back as United won 2-1 at 
Portsmouth. 

England captain Bryan Robson 
gave United the lead in the 35th 
minute and a goal by Brian 
McClair earlv in the second half 


Pistons outscore Mavericks 


NEW YORK fAP) — Steve 
Alford may have learned a lesson 
about challenging NBA super- 
stars. 

The Dallas rookie, ribbing fel- 
low Indiana Alumnus Isiah Tho- 
mas about his long-distance 
shooting ability, watched hel- 
plessly Friday nfght as Thomas hit 
five 3-point shots in the first 15 
minutes, lifting the Detroit Pis- 
tons to a 117-112 victor, over the 
Mavericks. 

"Alford told me the other day 
that I couldn'r hit them.” Thomas 
said. “So 1 kind of wanted to 
prove him wrong." 

. Thomas was >for-7 from 3- 


point range and scored 20 of his 
24 points"in the first half as the 
Pistons took a 60-47 lead. 

Thomas set a team record for 
3-point goals in a half and Adrian 
Dantley finished with 28 points as 
the Pistons won for the 15th time 
in 20 games. They have the best 
record in the NBA. 

Dallas' Mark Aguirre also was 
5-for-7 on 3-pointers as he led all 
scorers with 35 points. 

Elsewhere in the NBA. it was 
Cleveland 103. New Jersey 94; 
Indiana 121. Utah 97: San Anto- 
nio 133. Denver 1 14; Atlanta 94, 
Milwaukee S7: and Portland 129; 
Phoenix 114. 
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BIG SALE/TWO DISCOUNTS 
Jabal Amman - Al Hawooz Square, behind 
Mathas Hospital 
Merry X-mas 


For sale from Noah’s Farm 

Fresh B.U.T. British Turkey and X-mas large 
trees. 

Please phone 725580 Ext. 18 or 04-452411. 


VILLA FOR LEASE 
(Furnished or Unfurnished) 

Villa wilh beautiful garden located in the best area in the west of 
Amman by the Seventh Circle The villa consists of 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, living, riming and sitting rooms 

For more information contact: 814924. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Furnished villa located at 6th Circle at Sweifiyeh. 4 
bedrooms with deluxe finishing. 

Please contact the doctor who owns the villa at 
tel: 818110. after 3:30 p.m. 


F.A. KETTANEH & 
CO. LTD. 

Takes pleasure in advising you that they 
have moved their offices to their stores on 
Ras Al Ain to Naur Rd. and seizes this 
opportunity in sending you their warmest 
seasonal greetings. 

New offices telephone numbers: 
798642 - 791697 - 797432 - 797173 
GE home appliances showroom 
(Kina Hussein St.):- 636144 - 639072 
GE home appliances new show- 
room (Mekka St.):- 824970 
Siemens showroom:- (636246) 
Zarka branch:- (09.982525). 


— his 14th of the season —sealed 
Portsmouth’s fate. 

Sheffield Wednesday, like 
Portsmouth struggling to climb 
away from Ihe basement of the 
First Division, defended heroical- 
ly against Liverpool until Gilles- 
pie broke the deadlock. 

The ( Jttish international de- 
fendersidefooted (he ball beyond 
goalkeeper Steve Hodge after 
Ray Houghton had headed on a 
John Barnes comer. 

Arsenal, with only one win in 
their last five games, needed a 
controversial goal by David 
Rocastle 10 minutes from rime to 
prevent Evert on from recording 
their third successive win at High- 
bury. 

Everton manager Colin Harvey 
leapt from his touchline seat to 
help captain Peter Reid keep a 
possee of furious Everton players 
away from referee Ken Red- 
fearns and linesman Brian 
Hawes. 

Rocastle had looked metres 
offside as he ran dear and unchal- 


lenged to score and cancel out a 
41st minute strike by England 
defender Dave Watson. 

Forest shrugged off the dis- 
appointment ofa first-half penal- 
ty miss by Nigel Gough, son of 
manager Brian Gough, to give 
Oxford a footballing lesson at the 
manor ground. 

With England international 
Neil Webb in inspirational form 
in midfield, they swept to victory 
with second-half goals by Brian 
Rice and Calvin Plummer. 

In Scotland. Celtic stayed atop 
the standings despite being held 
0-0 at home by Aberdeen. 
Second placed Hearts were in- 
volved in another goalless tie at 
Dundee, while champion Ran- 
gers won 2-0 at Motherwell to 
close the gap on the leaders. 

Kasparov 

retains 


title 


SEVILLE, Spain (Agencies) — 
Reigning world chess champion 
Garry Kasparov retained his 
crown with a 64-move win over 
challenger Anatoly Karpov in the 
last game of their title match on 
Saturday. 

The "24-year-old Kasparov 
overturned experts’ predictions 
with a stunning 1 1 th hour revival, 
keeping his nerve to fight back 
from- a dramatic Karpov win in 
the 23rd game. 

Kasparov's win in the final 24th 
game levelled the match score at 
12 points all, which meant that as 
champion he retained his title. 

When Karpov resigned after 
Kasparov's 64th move"the capac- 
ity crowd in Seville's 700-seat 
Lope dc Vega theatre stood and 
applauded. 

The game had been adjourned 
Friday night with Kasparov a 
pawn’ ahead in an end game. 
Observers were divided about 
how great Kasparov’s chances 
were to gain the decisive victory. 

-But Kasparov’s chief analyst. 
Grandmaster Josef- Dorfm’an, 
said before playing resumed that 
Kasparov had a 90-per cent 
chance of winning. 

With a series of subtle man- 
oeuvres Kasparov drove his 
Queen into the heart of black's 
defences. 

After the victory the two play- 
ers denied rumours they get on 
badly and remained onstage to 
analyse the game together 

Crowds of chess "enthusiasts 
burst into the main theatre from 
the foyer outside to watch the 
bizane spectacle, breaking into 
wild cheers when the two players 
finally left. 

Kasparov, striding off one side 
of the stage, celebrated his vic- 
tory by leaping like a football 
player into the arms of one of his 
aides. 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s horseracing administrators admitted 
Friday they were partly to blame for outdated rules governing 
ex-gratia payments to jockeys, the sort that took former cham- 
pion rider Lester Piggott to jail for three years. Piggott was jailed 
in October for tax evasion and the court heard that much of his 
untaxed income came from ex-gratia payments he received from 
owners who wanted the ace jockey to ride their horses. Piggott 
had a retainer agreement with trainer Henry Cecil, who circulated 
owners asking tnem to make the extra payments to the jockey. 
After conducting its own inquiry, the Jockey Club, which governs 
horseracing in Britain, admitted it did not take adequate action to 
prevent the ex-gratia payments. In a prepared statement, officials 
said: “The stewards very much regret that the action taken on the 
Cecil letter was not effective and accept that the interests of all 
concerned would have been better served if more positive steps 
had been taken at the time.’’ The Jockey Club announced it 
would review what it described as the “outdated" rules governing 
retainer agreements. It also decided that a rule that forbids 
jockeys to"bet would be extended to include betting on jockeys’ 

I behalf. A third measure announced by the Jockey Club was that it 
, would fund and distribute a tax guide explaining the law to 
jockeys. 

Paper says Kuwaitis beat up Iraqi players 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi sports newspaper said on Saturday 
members of the national soccer team were attacked by Kuwaiti 
police and fans during a qualifying match for the Seoul Olympics, 
which Kuwait won 2-1. Al Baath Al Riyadhy, whose editor-in- 
chief is a son of President Saddam Hussein, said three players and 
the team coach were beaten up by police acting "under the 
pretext of protecting the referee." Police intervened . in the 
ill-tempered match on Friday when Iraqi players accused the 
referee, an Asian, of being biased in favour of Kuwait. The paper 
said several Iraqi photographers were also beaten when they tried 
to protect the team coach, Ammu Baba, from assault by Kuwaiti 
fans and police. 

Turk breaks own weightlifting world 
record 

ANTALYA, Turkey (R) — Turkish weightlifter Naim Suleyma- 
noglu broke his own world record when he snatched 150 kilos (330 
pounds) in an international competition on Saturday, the Anato- 
lian News Agency said. Suleymanoglu, who defected from 
Bulgaria a year ago, beat his previous record of 148 kilos (325.5 
pounds) by 0.5 kilos (!.l pounds) at his second attempt before 
going on to 150 kilos. Suleymanoglu has set more than 25 world 
records and has been voted the world's top weightlifter for three 
successive years. He defected to Turkey after competing for 
Bulgaria at the World Cup tournament" in Australia last De- 
cember. 

Finnish skier wins in Sapporo 

SAPPORO. Japan (AP) — Matti Nvkanen of Finland, gold 
medallist at the Sarajevo Winter Olympics, leaped 91.5 metres in 
the day’s longest jump to win the ?0-metres event in the World 
Cup Sapporo ski jumping on Saturday. Nvkanen. three-time 
World Cup overall champion who won the 70-metre and 90-metre . 
jumps in Thunder Bay, Ontario this season, earned 113.4 points 
in the day's single jump to beat second-place Werner Schuster of 
Austria by 14.0 points. The day’s second jumps for the 64 jumpers 
from 14 countries were cancelled due to heavy snow. Schuster 
soared 85.0 metres and collected 99.0 points. Martin Svagerko of 
Czechoslovakia jumped 83.5 metres to place third with 96.1 
points while his compatriot Pavel Ploc, the bronze medallist at 
Sarajevo, placed 19m by leaping 78.0 metres for 82.3 points. 

Monaco retains top slot in France 

MONACO (R) — Monaco ensured they remained on top of the 
French Soccer Championship after their final match before the 
winter break when they beat Paris St. Germain 2-1 on Friday. 
Goals by striker Jean-Marc Ferratge. after 33 minutes, and 
midfielder Fabrice Mege, after 66. put them in command before 
Argentine striker Gabriel Calderon set up Michel Bibard for a 
late consolation goal for the visitors. Monaco were without 
injured England striker Mark Hateley and Ivory Coast interna- 
tional Youssouf Fofana. 
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STUDIO HAIG PAINTS THE 
SMILE ON YOUR CHILD’S FACE 

From Dec. 16 to 20. 1987 from 3 to 7 p.m. 
Studio Haig "Sweifieh.” 

Dec. 21 to 25. 1987 Irom 3 to 7 p.m. Studio 
Haig “Shmeisani." 

Well provide you tne opportunity to take a 
picture with SANTA to remind vou ol the happy 
days tor all years through. 

STUDIO HAIG (Sweifieh): 823891 
STUDIO HAIG (Shmeisani): 684042 


DECEMBER 

1987 


Sweden wins Davis Cup for 4th time 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— Sweden reinforced its status as 
the most powerful force in men’s 
tennis by regaining the Davis Cup 
on Saturday. It was the fourth 
time that Swedish players had 
won the trophy. 

Having captured both opening 
singles against India on Friday for 
the total loss of just 15 games, the 
Swedes ended any lingering 
hopes of an Indian fairytale re- 
covery when Joakim Nystrom 
and Mats Wilander beat Anand 
and Vijay Amritraj 6-2, 3-6. 6-1, 
6 - 2 . 

The Nystrom-Wilander com- 
bination, the 1986 Wimbledon 
champions, were pressed into ac- 
tion when Stefan Edberg had to 
pull out of the doubles part- 


nership with Anders Janyd be- 
cause of an ankle injuiy. 

Wilander had crushed Indian 
number one Ramesh Krishnan 
6-4, 6-1 , 6-3 in the opening singles 
and Sweden had entered the 
second day of the 76th Davis Cup 
final with a 2-0 lead after Janyd 
routed Vijay Amritraj 6-3, 6-3, 
6-1 on Friday night. 

The one hour 55 minute dou- 
bles followed a predictably simi- 
lar pattern as the two singles with 
the Amritraj brothers, combined 
age 69, supplying the tennis artis- 
try and the Swedes, combined 
age 47, supplying most of the 
winners. 

Anand Amritraj, in particular, 
appeared out of his depth at rimes 
and he discovered the world of 


tennis has changed dramatically 
since he was a regular competitor 
on the circuit in the 1970s. 

Semi-retired for the past two 
years, Anand Amritraj’s last re- 
corded computer ranking in 1985 
was 792nd his powers have waned 
since then. 

The older of the two brothers 
at 35. his gentle-paced serve is 
not a tennis weapon in the recog- 
nised sense, merely a way of 
starting each rally. 

Nystrom and Wilander, who 
possess two of the finest service 
returns in the modem game, tre- 
ated the Indian’s serve with com- 
plete disdain and broke him twice 
in the first set which they raced 
through in 29 minutes. 


Foreman stages comeback, targets Tyson 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (AP) — 
George Foreman, showing 
flashes of his old punching power, 
battered a game rocky Sekorski 
into submission™ the third round 
Friday night for his fifth straight 
knockout during a comeback that 
started at age 39. 

Foreman, who held the 
heavyweight championship from 
January 1973 to October 1974, 
methodically pounded Sekorski 
with jabs and savage right hands 
before referee Richard Steele 
stopped the bout at 2:48 of the 
third round. 

“I want to fight for the cham- 
pionship of the world," Foreman 
said after the fight. “1 want Mike 
Tyson.” 

Foreman, showing only a little 
flab over his trunks at 244 pounds 
(110 kilogrammes), patiently 


stalked the overmatched Sekors- 
ki, landing easily with jabs that 
snapped Sekorski’s head back 
and following them with right 
hands. 

Sekorski, of the United States, 
managed to land a few right 
hands of his own in the second 
round, but by the third, he was 
nearly defenceless as Foreman 
landed about 30 consecutive shots 
to the head before the fight was 
stopped. 

“I’ve fought champions in all 
parts of the world and Foreman 
hits harder than any of them," 
said Sekorski, 209. whose record 
fell to 20-8. 

Foreman, 50-2 with 47 knock- 
outs, easily had his best outing 
since beginning a comeback in 
March after a decade of inactivity 
in the ring. During those 10 


years, his weight ballooned to 
more than 300 pounds (136 kilog- 
rammes). 

For the first time in his com- 
eback, Foreman also faced a 
fighter that tried to give him a 
fight, with the 26-year-old 
Sekorski showing no give and 
refusing to go down even as 
Foreman battered him relen- 
tlessly. 

“J be Frazier didn't give me as 
tough a fight as that,’’ Foreman 
said, referring to his second- 
round knockout of Frazier to win 
the heavyweight title nearly 15 
years ago. 

Following the first two rounds, 
the former "champion stood in his 
corner, a foot propped on his 
stool as he talked with his comer 
men like he was chatting with 
friends on a street comer. 


Baseball writers mulling over 
worth Hall of Fame candidates 


NEW YORK (AP) — Baseball 
writers are studying their Hall of 
Fame ballot this month, strug- 
gling with it a little bit because 
that vote is an important respon- 
sibility. 

This year’s election is replete 
with names, 45 in all. listed 
alphabetically, from Dick Allen 
to Wilbur Wood. 

There are contenders like Jim 
Bunning and Bill Mazeroski, 
Orlando Cepeda and Harvey 
Kuenn. Tony Oliva and Ron San- 
to. And there are pretenders like 
Lynn McGlothen and Bill Lee. 
John Milner and Doc Medich. 
Del Unser and John Mayberry. 

One voter considered his op- 
tions, quickly eliminating some 
candidates with minimal creden- 
tials — Milner, .249, McGlothen, 
86-93, then mulled over others 
with more substantial numbers — 
Bunning 224-184. Cepeda, .297, 
379 borne runs. 

If there is one automatic on the 
ballot, he noted, it is Willie 
Stargell. The man hit 475 career 
home runs, had five seasons in 
which he drove in over 100 runs, 
and all but willed the Pittsburgh 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

1 Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
TV. central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man. near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


Make friends with 
OLD PARR 
Best-. De Luxe 

Scotch Whisky 


Pirates to a World Series Cham- 
pionship in 1979 with a virtuoso 
performance that combined on- 
the-field production with club- 
house leadership. 

Ok, then, we start with 
Stargell. 

Well, not all of us do. Another 
member of the fraternity frowned 
when the suggestion was made 
that Pops ought to be No. 1 on 
the ballot. 

“First year." the man said. 
“Make him wait a while.” The 
logical reply to that is. “why?" 

Stargell and every other 
Cooperstown candidate's records 
are complete. They have done all 
that they will do. There will be no 
more home runs and no more rbis 
for hitters, no more strikeouts 
and no more shutouts for the 
pitchers. The evaluation must be 
made on their completed port- 
folios, and if they are HaJl of 
Fame-worthy, then that means 
right now, not down the road 
sometime. 

There are some voters, howev- 
er. who see first-year election as a 
special honour reserved only for 
tne elite and resist voting for even 
the most worthy rookie candi- 
dates. 

In the nearly half century that 
the BBWAA has been electing 
Hall of Famers. only 16 of the 73 
players named by the writers 
have gotten in on the first ballot. 
In their first year oh the ballot, 
nine voters didn’r; think Hank 
Aaron (775 home rims) deserved 
to get in and four found a way to 


leave T.Y. Cobb (.367 career 
batting average) out. 

It is understandable to pass on 
a player a couple of times if he is 
a marginal candidate or if he 
becomes eligible in a year when 
an overwhelming choice comes 
up for election. That does not, 
however, describe Stargell, not 
after tbe 21 years he put in, not 
after he set seven-°ame World 
Series records for long hits (7) 
and total bases (25) in 1979, not 
after he shared regular season 
and swept playoff and World 
Series MVP awards that magical 
season. 

Still, some voters will make 
him wait. That's just their nature 
and more a reflection on them 
than it is on him. 

Just as Stargell dominates the 
hitters, another rookie might be 
the ballot’s best pitching candi- 
date. None of the others won 
more games than the 229 re- 
corded by Luis Tiant in his 19 big 
league years and only two — 
Bunning and Mickey Lolich — 
had more than Tiant’s 2,416 strik- 
eouts. 

Tiant had another rather uni- 
que ability which, although not 
ordinarily a Hall of Fame criteria, 
is nevertheless worth noting. 

He was the only player of his 
time who took "showers while 
puffing on a cigar. It would be lit 
when ne went in, and still going 
when he came out. Next month, 
he'll find out if the flame was 
bright enough to lead him to 
Cooperstown. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A ground-floor apartment with garden and consisting of 
one bedroom, sitting room, kitchen, bathroom and utilities 
vwth independent central heating and telephone. 
Location: Urn Uthaina - near San-Rock Hotel. 

CallteL 624530 Amman 


DECENT SUPER DELUXE APT. 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished. 4 bedrooms apt,. 2nd floor of 350sq.m.. targe 
Wchen aundiy room, spacious salons, 4 verandas, indepen- 

beautiful sightseeing, foreigner 
Nice| y located in Sweifiyeh in the area between 
oin and 6th Circles. Rent is reasonable. 

For more information please call tel. no. 810984 (any- 
time). 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420’! f Cinema 


NO MERCY 


Performance X 30. 6 mi. X 30. HI 30 



OPERA 


DOWN AND OUT 
IN BEVERLEY 
HILLS 

rnfawmanccs3:J0.6 I5.X..10. Httti 


Tel: 675573 
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Cinema 




Tel: 677420 
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^Japanese call for measures to 
stabilise exchange rates 






• tA- 


. ' TOKYO {AP) — Japanese busi- 
ness leaders asked the govern- 
• ment Friday to cooperate with 
• : other nations in stabilising ex- 
change rates and preserving the 
free-trade system. 

Mr. Isamu Yamashita. chair- 
j man of the board of councillors of 
"-'./' the Federation of Economic 
^ Organisations, said the Japanese 
: ■ economy was endangered by 
global economic chaos as illus- 
trated by the recent stock market 
plunges and wild exchange rate 
fluctuations, 

Mr. Yamashita urged Prime 
Vs Minister Noboni Takeshita to act 



: to cushion the impact of the yen's 
appreciation on the Japanese eco- 


nomy and to coordinate econo- 
mic policies with other major 
nations. 

? •’ The yen has risen by 92 per 
- : . cent against the U.S. dollar since 
finance ministers of major indust- 
' rial nations agreed in September 
. . 1985 to drive the dollar’s value 
downward to help the United 
' : I States cut its trade deficit. 

■ . - ’ The higher value of the yen has 
: made Japanese exports more ex- 

pensive, forcing exporters to 
slash production costs and boost 
: . overseas production. 

‘ Government economists and 
. . private analysts agree that the 


economy has basically recovered 
from the first shock of the yen’s 
appreciation, and is showing signs 
of strong growth stimulated "by 
government measures, to boost 
demand for goods and services 
inside Japan. 

But the dollar's precipitous 
slide in recent weeks had led 
many businessmen to express 
concern that exchange rates are 
changing too quickly "to allow the 
economy to adjust." 

“In this time of rapid develop- 
ment of global economic inter- 
dependence, stability of exchange 
rates is absolutely essential," Mr. 
Yamashita told the meeting. 

Mr. Yamashita pointed out 
that the world is expecting Japan 
to open its markets, resolve trade 
friction and fully participate in 


economic cooperation, especially 
through the General Agreement 


on Tariffs and Trade (CjATT). a 
Geneva-based organisation that 
mediates trade disputes. 

“We must not forget how the 
United States and Europe, espe- 
cially the United States, helped 
us during our time of hunger 
during the war, and how we have 
■ benefitted from the free trade 
system under GATT," Mr. 
Yamashita said. “It is Japan’s 
responsibility to help preserve 
that free trade system." 


Central bank wares Pakistani 
government on 


"-.ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan’s 
: * '.central bank has delivered a 
.“. sharp wanting to the government 
. - to bring its spending into line with 
-its income or risk endangering the 

a .-w., country's economic prospects. 

(} \ r 1 The State Bank's annual report 
CT ^said growth continued strong at 
1 ■ l seven per cent a year and "the 
■ M 1 ( jGltrade balance had improved 
L va 1 uULsharpIy. 

But it called for urgent action 
to increase the tax base and to 
generate more savings and invest- 
ment in the economy if growth 
" was to be maintained and infla- 
• ion avoided. 

• The report, for the financial 
v /ear I9S&/S7, said the budget 
- deficit had doubled over the past 
. -/tree years to 53 billion rupees 
about" $3 billion). 

• The Stare Bank was particular- 
ly 'concerned that government ex- ' 
- pendimre had risen by nearly 18 
• per cent over the year, which runs 
• from July to June. Revenues had 
- - risen only 11 per cent and the gap 
had to be met by increased 
sorrowing. 

“The situation needs urgent 
ectification if relative financial 
. liability and viability of balance 
if payments is to be maintained 
■ n the years ahead,” the report 
_ ;aid. 

“Strenuous efforts and a more 
ar-sighted approach are required 
.o curb private and public con- 
iuraption," it noted. 

Growth in levels of govern- 
nent and private spending in the 
oast few years in Pakistan was 
me of the highest among low- 
. ncome developing countries, the 
eport said. Yet the level of 
lational savings compared 


poorly. 

The State Bank said the gov- 
ernment had made no progress in 
reforming the tax system or mobi- 
lising new resources during 1986/ 
87. Total tax revenues had stag- 
nated around 13 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) for 
nearly a decade. 

Income tax represented only 13 
per cent of total tax revenue, 
compared with 19 per cent five 
years ago. 

Independent economists say 
the slim tax base is one of Pakis- 
tan’s most serious economic 
problems and criticise the Muslim 
league government for failing to 
tax the incomes of land-owners 
and farmers, the backbone of its 
support. 

The provisional 7.0 per cent 
growth in GDP represented a 
slight fall on 7.3 per cent in 
1985/86 and a larger drop from 
the 9.0 per cent recorded in 1984/ 

85. But the State Bank said it 
compared favourably with the 
average rate of five per cent 
among non-oil-producing de- 
veloping countries. 

The report appealed for action 
to cut population growth. The 
Muslim country's current popula- 
tion of 100 millions is growing at 
an estimated three per cent a 
year. 

Pakistan's external balances 
improved for the second succes- 
sive year, with the current 
account deficit falling to $750 
million from $1.24 billion in 1985/ 

86 . 

This was largely due to a 19 per 
cent rise in exports, twinned with 
a three per cent drop in imports. 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Ragus 




ACROSS 
1 Data 
B Cunning 

12 A Stevenson 

13 Tribute 

14 Abrupt 

15 Revoke 

17 Nucleus 

19 Holy women: 
abbr. 

20 Charged atom 

23 Enrages 

24 Eight 
musicians 

2G Gambling 
town 

27 Roman bronze 

2B Laugh in 
contempt 

29 Abdicate 

30 Mote ashen 

31 Consolation 

32 Zephyrs 

35 Swan songs 

M TV pattern 

37 Cent 

38 Made Into a 
curve 

39 Cuban dance 

40 Depot: abbr. 

43 Use a 

branding iron 

44 Playground 
piece 

45 Whirl 

46 Marching 
intersection 

47 Fr. city 

48 Meal 

so issue 

53 Of certain 
royalty 

54 oil the right 
path 

55 Ryan or 
Castle 

58 Virtuous 

57 Gravel ridge 



r f®’ M9DI3 Senicet. Inc 

Ail R<cnls R«e*r<ea „ 



DOWN 

1 Broad (IHet 

2 Cleave 

3 Exact replicas 

4 Pastries 

5 Building spot 

6 Chin, tea 

7 — therm (dor 


8 Hem actor 

9 Man’s man 

10 Shield 

11 Legal poini 
16 Wintry 

18 — derby 

21 In readiness 

22 Observes 

25 So-so grades 

26 Race type 

28 Disconcerted 

29 Mills or Reed 

30 Diminish 
gradually 

31 Madonna or 
Jaekson 

32 Sumptious 

33 Peep show 

34 Get away 

35 Ward (off) 

37 Accuse 

39 Acquits 

40 Sissy of films 

41 Herbal 
beverage 

42 Horn 

44 — Barbara 



45 Goads 
47 Currency 
49 Miss Adams 


51 Entertainer 
Davis 

52 Inspect 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


AMMAN ( J.T.t — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 
week starting Saturday. Dec. 12. ’$7 and ending Wednesday. Dec. 16. ’87. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


Name of company 


Banking and financial institutions 

Industrial Development Bank 

Pcrra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gulf Bank 


Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 


National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 
Real Estate Financing Corporation . 
A! Mushrek Exchange 


Insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance .... 
Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance .. 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Guif Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

AM jdihar Insurance 

National Ahliva insurance 


Services and industries 

General Investments 

Inma for Investment and Financial Facilities 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 
Jordan Leasing Corporation 


Equipment Leasing & Maintcnancc/Ta'jeerco 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 


Jordan Dairy 


Jordan Phosphate Mines 


Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 
Aladdin Industries 


Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries .. 


National Steel Industries 


General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

Jordan Lime . & Brick 

National Industries ."... 

Arab Paper Convening and Trading . 
Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICOl 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 


Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 


Jordan Glass Industries 


Grand total 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 

of shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 





1. 000 

148! 3 

30375 

2.020 

2.060 

1.000 

600 

1140 

1.900 

1.900 

1.1KHI 

6676 

11216 

1.680 

1.680 

1 .000 

9360 

1 1903 

1.260 

1.280 

l .Ouu 

102300 

173866 

1.660 

1.700 

1.000 

5U000 

1 10000 

2.210 

2.200 

1 .000 

602 

12914 

21.000 

22.100 

5.01X1 

3498 

59094 

16.850 

16.900 

5.000 

590 

72492 

120.750 

121.500 

10 . oou 

4625 

1 1830 

2.580 

2.550 

1 .000 

73500 

80850 

1.100 

1.100 

1.000 

16260 

21440 

1.830 

1.800 

1.000 

24880 

148% 

0.62U 

0.600 

1.1 wu 

8650 

14030 

1.720 

1.64U 

l.OOU 

11228 

8194 

0.730 

0.730 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

50 

750 

15.00U 

15.000 

2.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

2865 

1S346 

6.500 

6.310 

l.OOU 

1S69 

2026 

1.140 

1.080 

l .Ouu 

387 

5225 

13.900 

13.500 

1.000 

1100 

1101 

1.050 

1.000 

i.noo 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

100 

117 

i.l 5U 

1.170 

1.000 

3650 

2628 

0.73U 

0.720 

1 .uuu 

500 

450 

0.910 

0.900 

1.00U 

4040 

5695 

1.4GU 

1.410 

1.000 

955 

965 

1.010 

1.U10 

1.000 

24350 

23709 

0.940 

0.940 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.U00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

io.uoo 

IO00 

1232 

0.770 

U.77U 

1.000 

2125 

2869 

1.330 

1.350 

1 .000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 .Ottt.1 

9o05 

14181 

1.600 

1.480 

1.000 

555 

36h 

0.650 

0.6t>0 

1.UU0 

37854 

17120 

0.420 

0.450 

l.OOU 

9860 

4430 

0.420 

0.4SU 

I.UJU 

99 

64 

0.670 

0.O40 

i.noo 

11440 

1144 

0.600 

U.600 

1 .non 

1 500 

455 

0.S10 

U.80U 

1.0U0 

9914 

15358 

1.550 

1.540 

1.U0U 

628 

634 

1.010 

1.01O 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 .000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J.M00 

590 

502 

0.850 

0.850 

1.000 

200 

660 

3.50U 

3.300 

1 .uuo 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1 1550 

3659 

0.320 

0.310 

1.000 

8140 

8464 

1.040 

1.040 

1.000 

14573 

31820 

2.140 

2.190 

1.000 

182699 

202907 

1.100 

1.100 

I.U00 

4366 

10894 

2.400 

2.500 

1.000 

1715 

252S 

1.470 

1.470 

1.000 

S7S9 

47413 

5.400 

5.300 

l.OOU 

31300 

36871 

1.240 

1.150 

1.U0U 

62478 

114805 

1.850 

1.830 

1.000 

737 

3426 

4.650 

4.660 

1.000 

27136 

29335 

1.090 

1.080 

1 .out) 

31070 

37775 

1.220 

1.280 

1.000 

15350 

10635 

0.700 

0.690 

1.000 

15669 

23648 

1.510 

1.500 

1.000 

36650 

103204 

2.830 . 

2.800 

1.000 

45815 

59162 

1.320 

1.270 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.U00 

6901 

51832 

7.520 

7.550 

5.000 

45600 

7296 

0.160 

0.160 

1.000 

' 150" 

' 77 

■ *01500 ~ ” 

0.510- 

• 1.000 

500 

125 

0.270 

0.250 

1.000 

3160 

3065 

0.970 

0.970 

1.000 

630i) 

4473 

0.700 

0.710 

1.000 

2040 

2476 

1.250 

1.230 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

18724 

58274 

2.980 

3.300 

1.000 

33450 

21128 

0.620 

0.630 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1000 

700 

0.690 

0.700 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

150 

450 

3.000 

3.1X10 

1.000 

365 

5329 

14.500 

14.600 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

13150 

12273 

0.940 

0.930 

1.000 

230903 

224848 

0.990 

0.970 

1.000 

27850 

81878 

3.250 

3.180 

1.000 

49988 

52203 

1.040 

1.040 

1.000 

2750 

2496 

0.910 

0.910 

1.000 

1.394,436 

2.009.756 





U.S. president threatens 
veto on spending, tax bills 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan 
threatened on Friday to veto the largest spending bill 
in U.S. history and a companion tax measure if they 
do not comply with a White House-Congress accord 
to cut the federal budget deficit. 


Congressional Republican 
leaders said that President 
Reagan warned he would forego 
his "Christmas holiday and 
through vetoes, force Congress to 
rewrite the bills if he objected to 
them. 

Negotiators from the House of 
Representatives and Senate were 
working on a S600 billion spend- 
ing bill, history’s largest, to keep 
most government functions oper- 
ating through September. 

That measure, combined with 
another bill containing taxes and 
spending cuts, would implement 
the White House-Congress agree- 
ment to cut the federal budget 
deficit by at least $30 billion from 
an estimated S1S0 billion in 1988. 
Another $46 billion would be cut 
in 1989 . 

President Reagan cited several 
reasons for threatening a veto — 
if the legislation does not comply 
with the budget accord, if there is 
no military aid to Nicaraguan 
rebels included or if Congress 
revives the “fairness doctrine" 
requiring broadcasters to give 
equal time for political and con- 
troversial opinions. 

Earlier on Friday. House and 
Senate negotiators agreed to a 
$23 billion tax package — 
directed mostly at corporations 
— to help implement the White 
House accord. 

The budget agreement was de- 
veloped by anxious lawmakers 
and White House officials follow- 
ing the October stock market 
collapse, which prompted inter- 


national demands ihat the United 
States get 3 hold of its long- 
standing deficit problem. 

House Republican leader. Mr. 
Bob Michel, and Senate Republi- 
can leader. Mr. Bob Dole, told 
the House and Senate on Friday 
that President Reagan wanted 
Congress to live up to’ the letter of 
the accord to cut the deficit by 
$76 billion over two years. 

The) said President Reagan 
was also insisting on inclusion of 
military as well as non-military 
aid for Nicaraguan contra rebels. 
The Senate wants a package of 
about $16 million including milit- 
ary aid. while the House has 
proposed S5.5 million in non- 
military aid only. 

“He won't give on any kind of 
concession," Mr. Michel said of 
the president. “To do less would 
be unilateral disarmament of the 
contras." 

Congress must complete the 
spending bill before it adjourns 
for the year. 

The government was operating 
on temporary spending authority 
that was to expire at midnight, 
but congressional leaders said 
there would be little disruption of 
government services over the 
weekend if Congress did not 
finish. 

Since President Reagan took 
office, the United States has dou- 
bled its total debt to over $2 
trillion, mostly through large de- 
fence expenditures and tax cuts. 

Meanwhile. U.S. consumer 
prices rose less last month than in 


October despite higher energy 
costs, the Commerce Department 
said on Friday, and they should 
ease further as world oil prices 
continue coming down. 

The consumer price index 
gained 0.3 per cent in November 
alter a 0.4 per cent October rise, 
leaving U.S. inflation for the first 
11 months at 4.7 per cent, well 
above 198b‘s 1.1 per cent rate but 
down from 4.8 per cent a month 
earlier. 

Consumers also seemed to pick 
up the spending pace in the first 
full month after the mid-October 
stock market collapse, pushing 
spending up 0.5 per cent in 
November after a revised 0.2 per 
cent cutback in October. 

The department originally said 
October spending was unchanged 
from September. 

In a report on personal income 
and spending, the agency also 
said a drop in farm subsidy pay- 
ments in November pulled in- 
come down for the first time since 
May 1985. 

Overall personal income was 
down 0.4 per cent, or about $17 
billion, last month to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of S3.83 
trillion, after rising 1.8 percent in 
October. The last lime income 
fell was in May 19S5, when it 
dropped 0.3 per cent. 

But. excluding farm subsidies, 
which were concentrated in Octo- 
ber. income from wages, salaries 
and other sources gained 0.7 per 
cent in both October and 
November. 

Analysis said November's low- 
er inflation, resulting mainly from 
smaller price increases for food, 
shelter and apparel that offset 
higher energy prices, was espe- 
cially heartening now that oil 
prices were heading down. 



interest rates to curb speculation 


HONG KONG (R) — The Hong 
Kong Association of Banks and 


the government plan to take the 


unusual step of charging negative 
interest rates in a bid wf curb 
speculation that the local curren- 
cy will appreciate. 

The association said on Satur- 
day it had decided, after consult- 
ing the government, to adopt a 
new rule to charge a fee on large 
bank balances within the clearing 
system. 

It said in a statement the rule is 
put in place to curb speculation 
that the Hong Kong dollar’s 7.80 
peg rate to the U.S. dollar might 
be changed soon. 

Under the new rule the fee is 
initially set at zero per cent, 
meaning no fee will be charged 
yet. The fee will be raised accord- 
ing to market situation and will 
then be effective within 24 hours. 
It provides for charging interest 
on credit balances held overnight 
at the clearing house. 


The new rule, if carried out, 
will mean the first time negative 
interest rate is applied anywhere 
in the world in many yeans, fore- 
ign exchange dealers said. 

They said Swiss banks charged 
negative interest rates in the 
1970s when there was an influx of 
funds to buy the Swiss francs as a 
haven against inflation. 

Bank association chairman, 
Mr. John Mackenzie, said the 
new rule was a warning to specu- 
lators. 

“The association has intro- 
duced this new rale, after con- 
sultation with the financial secret- 
ary. to provide a mechanism for 
collecting interest on excessive 
credit balances, and in response 
to die continued speculation re- 
garding the Hong Kong dollar/ 
U.S. dollar link," he said. 

The fee applies only to all 
licensed banks who are members 
of the association but will be 
passed on by the banks to their 


customers including overseas 
banks, financial institutions and 
corporations. 

The fees collected will be pas- 
sed on to the Hong Kong govern- 
ment, which has repeatedly 
affirmed that the link rate of 7.80 
will not be changed. 

Mr. Mackenzie, also Hong 
Kong head of Standard Char- 
tered Bank, said by penalising 
banks who keep excess funds in 
the clearing system over then- 
business needs, it will be more 
expensive to speculate on a re- 
valuation of the Hong Kong) 
dollar. ■ 

Speculation of a change in the’ 
peg began last month following' 
comments by senior U.S. officials 
that the Hong Kong dollar was 
undervalued, dealers said. 

They said market rumours sug- 
gested the' local unit might 
appreciate by 10 to 15 per cent 
early next year, probably in the 
second quarter. 
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THE BETTER HALF e 


By Harris 



‘Stanley, if the flu bug wants 
to get you, it will find a way!” 


Andy Capp 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
la by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


ICV 

IEN 




y \ 
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POCU 

Rj 



ID 




DOLSUN 

V. 

□ 

J 

J 
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SYTTU 

R 


zn 
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HIS EYES LOOK 
IP OWN ON OTHERS 
WHILE HIS NOSE 
POES THIS. 


V. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: GLOVE MOLDY HEARTH LANCER 
Answer What they got whon the heating broke down 


on a freezing day— 

HOT UNDER THE COLLAR 


1 
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S. Korean protests continue 
as opposition split grows 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Dissidents renewed 
calls Saturday for nationwide protests to overturn 
Roh Tae- Woo’s victory in presidential elections, but 
opposition leader Kim Young-Sam refused to work 
with rival Kim Dae-Jung on the struggle. 


The Kims, who have come 
under increasing criticism for 
both running in the election, 
separately urged non-violent pro- 
tests but continued to charge that 
fraud, not their split, lost them 
the race. 

The only protests reported by 
Saturday afternoon were in 
Kwangju. Kim Dae-Jung s stron- 
ghold, where several thousand 
demonstrators threw rocks and 
firebombs at police, who re- 
turned volleys of rear gas. 

“The failure for a single 
opposition candidacy cannot 
offset the fraudulent election," 
Kim Dae-Jung told reporters. 
“Roh Tae-Woo could not have 
won if a fair election had been 
held." 

Mr. Kim said the opposition 
could not “dig out” cases of 
election fraud, however, because 
the media are pro-government. 

All major opposition groups 
have c ! ed for massive protests, 
accusii : the government of 
enactinr wide-scale fraud to rig 
Wednesdays election, hut have 
offered 'ittle proof of extensive 
irregula ities. 

Tne National Election Com- 


mission formally confirmed Mr. 
Roh's election Friday, saying he 
received 36.6 per cent of the vote, 
while Kim Young-Sam received 
28 per cent and Kim Dae-Jung 27 

J er cent. Minor candidate Kim 
ong-P : ' won 8 per cent. 

Kim jae-Jung sent an emissary 
Saturday to Kim Young-Sam to 
discuss a common front for the 
struggle against Mr. Roh. 

But Kim Young-Sam re- 
fused to meet with the messenger 
as he and his Reunification 
Democratic Party staged a 24- 
hour sit-in at their offices to 
protest election fraud. 

Kim Young-Sam ran a 
paid advertisement in two leading 
newspapers declaring the election 
was null due to fraud, and prom- 
ised “all sorts of peaceful and 
non-violent methods will be 
mobilised” in the fight to over- 
turn the result. 

Elsewhere, dissident leader 
Rev. Moon Ik-Wan and four 
other dissident leaders met at the 
headquarters of the main opposi- 
tion National Coalition for 
Democracy to plan national pro- 
tests. 

The coalition, which fielded 


100,000 election watchers around 
the country during the election, 
announced the inauguration of 
the “Pan-National Conference to 
Fight for the Nullification of the 
Fraudulent Election.” 

Later, about 2,000 mostly stu- 
dent dissidents rallied in front of 
Seoul's Myongdong Cathedral, 
the downtown site of fierce pro- 
tests in June, to protest alleged 
widespread election fraud. They 
distributed leaflets to passeis-by 
and taunted riot police lined up 
along side streets. 

Chanting anti-government slo- 
gans, some of the students at one 
rime marched down the street 
and confronted columns of riot 
police, but the police turned and 
departed and the students re- 
gathered to hear speeches. 

Except for Saturday's trouble 
in Kwangju and clashes there 
Friday involving 10,000 protesters, 
post-election battles have been 
sporadic and drawn little support 
from bystanders. The govern- 
ment has cracked down quickly 
on any attempts to rally. 

Kwangju, the capital of a pro- 
vince (mown for its fiery politics 
and anti-government sentiment, 
was the site of a 1980 riot that was 
suppressed by the military with 
193 deaths and more than 800 
injuries. Dissidents claimed even 
more casualties occurred. 

Citizens allege that Mr. Roh, 
then an army general, was in- 
volved in the crackdown. 


Arias urges superpower 
dialogue on C. America 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Cos- 
ta Rican ’ resident Oscar Arias 
Sanchez r. _ renewed a call for a 
superpowe; dialogue on Central 
America and respect for the re- 
gional peace accord for which he 
won the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize. 

“Without taking away from the 
countries who are one way or 
another involved in the Central 
American conflict, I think those 
wbo should really be holding a 
dialogue (on Central America) 
are the superpowers and that this 
would do much to facilitate this 
arrangement,” Mr. Arias told a 
press conference. 

‘if they are capable of agreeing 
on something so complicated as 
eliminating the nuclear missiles of 
intermediate and short range, 
why can’t they reach an agree- 
ment on something as simple as 
ending a war that is paralysing the 
development of 27 million human 
beings.” 

Mr. Arias said so many region- 
al conflicts were discussed in the 
summit earlier this month be- 
tween President Reagan and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
that “we Central Americans got 
the message that Central Amer- 
ica was not important.” 

“1 take this opportunity to sug- 
gest.” Mr. Arias said, “in the 
next meeting Central America 
will appear as a priority on the 
agenda.” 

He said if necessary he could 
speak directly with Mr. Gor- 
bachev and Cuban President 
Fidel Castro to end their support 
for flie region’s guerrilla move- 
ment and respecuhe plan, which 
calls for a cutoff of foreign aid to 
“irregular forces” in the region. 

Mr. Arias, who has called for 
an end to U.S. military aid to the 
rightwing contra rebels fighting 


the Nicaraguan government, said 
he had been able to do this in the 
United States where free press 
and public opinion plays a major 
role. 

Asked about reports of a plan- 
ned Nicaraguan military buildup, 
Mr. Arias said he understood that 
it was simply a plan and hoped 
that it would never be im- 
plemented. 

He said recent comments by 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega that the ruling National 
Sandinista Liberation Front 
(FSLN) was willing to give up 
government but not power were 
not in the spirit of the peace 
accord. 

The plan, signed by the presi- 
dents of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Honduras. Guatemala and El 
Salvador on Aug. 7, calls for 
ceasefires in the region's wars, 
amnesties for political prisoners, 
and a range of democratic re- 
forms in each country. 

In Managua, President Ortega 
on Friday named two Americans 
and a West German politician as 
specialist advisers in a second 
round of ceasefire talks with 
U.S.-backed contra rebels. 

A Roman Catholic Church 
spokesman, meanwhile, said re- 
bels had agreed to a brief Christ- 
mas truce decreed unilaterally by 
the left-wing Sandinista govern- 
ment on Wednesday. 

Mr. Ortega told reporters 
Hans-Juergen Wischnewski, a 
leader of West Germany's Social 
Democrat Party and Americans 
Roger Risher and Paul Reichler 
would meet rebel representatives 
in the Dominican Republic on 
Monday to discuss ways of 
arranging a permanent ceasefire 
in the five-vear-old war. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

TrtVH, UMl Sawcm. Lx. 


TO BID, OR NOT TO BID . . . 


Neither vulnerable Wcsl deals 
NORTH 
4 J98 
TA96 

:• 9 2 

+ Q.t S42 

WEST EAST 

4Q76543 *K 
?KS72 J 10 5 3 

vK vj 10 8 43 

♦ A3 ♦ 10 9 7 

SOUTH 

♦ A 10 2 
TQ4 

> AQ765 

♦ K 65 


The bidding. 



West 

North 

East 

.South 

1 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Dble 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lend: Five of ♦ 



We are frequently asked our 
opinion of light opening bids Their 
proponents argue vnlublv in their 
favor; their antagonists art* just as 
loquacious about their drawbacks. 
We can only maintain that both 
sides are right! 

Here's a ca&c where West's light 
opening bid worked to his disad- 
vantage. South decided that his 
hand was too good for a balancing 
no trump, so he duubled first and 


then bid nu trump to show n hand 
equivalent to a strong no trump 
opening. North felt that his fifth 
club just made his hand worth a 
raise to game. 

The opening spade load was cov- 
ered by the king and won with the 
ace. The king of clubs forced the 
aco. and West cleared spades by 
cashing the queen and leading an- 
other. Declarer cashed his four 
clubs, coming down to Q-x of 
hearts and A-Q-x of diamonds. 
West clung to his two spades, so 
was known to hold only three red 
cards. 

No self-respecting declarer could 
get this one wrong. Declarer had 
six tricks in the bag and the two 
red accs still to cash, and the open- 
ing bid marked West for both miss- 
ing kings. Therefore, the diamond 
finesse was doomed to failure. 
However, one of West's kings had 
to be bare! 

Declarer did not even have to 
guess which king it was. He simply 
cashed the ace of hearts and, when 
the king did not appear, he contin- 
ued with a diamond to the ace. 
Thin king came tumbling down, 
and the queen of diamonds was the 
ninth trick. At the table, East had 
discarded down to three hearts and 
onlv two diamonds, so declarer 
wait actually rewarded with an 
o\ enrich 


Ershad 
renews 
offer of 
talks with 
opposition 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad, facing a campaign of 
strikes against his rule, insisted he 
would not resign but renewed 
offers to -hold talks with opposi- 
tion leaders on new elections. 

“Those seeking my resignation 
are trying to jeopardise democra- 
cv and national sovereignty,” 
(Sen. Ershad told a meeting of his 
ruling Jatiya Party on Friday 
night. 

“There will be no compromise 
on this issue but my offer for talks 
on fresh elections aimed at re- 
solving the political impasse still 
stand," he added. 

Opposition parties rejected the 
offer, saying he should resign 
before new elections are held to 
ensure a fair poll. 

Gen. Ershad dissolved parlia- 
ment early this month and 
pledged a new general election to 
outflank opposition charges that 
he rigged victories in parliamen- 
tary and presidential polls last 
year. 

Gen. Ershad, who imposed a 
state of emergency on Nov. 27 to 
thwart strikes that have closed 
jute mills, factories and ports, 
accused opposition parties of 
“acting under foreign instiga- 
tion.” He did not identify any 
country. 

He dismissed rumours of a 
possible coup, saying the army 
was now a highly disciplined force 
which respected democracy. 

The strikes and protests led by 
21 opposition parties, the latest of 
several campaigns against Gen. 
Ershad since he took power in a 
bloodless coup in March 1982. 
began five weeks ago. 

fn his speech on Friday, Gen. 
Ershad challenged the opposition 
to test its popularity at the polls. 
He has said he might hold a 
presidential as well as a par- 
liamentary election. 

“I firmly believe there is no 
alternative to elections for a 
change of government. If you 
(opposition) win the vote, I will 
hand over power the next day and 
leave." he said. 

Officials said 13 days of stop- 
pages during the opposition cam- 
paign had cost Bangladesh more 
than $700 million in lost produc- 
tion and exports. 

Economists have said that 
strikes planned for next week 
would further damage Bang- 
ladesh's already fragile economy. 

Sheikh Hasina, head of the 
main opposition party, the Awa- 
mi League, repeated a long- 
standing refusal to take part in 
new elections unless Gen. Ershad 
resigned first. 

"He is just buying time by 
talking about fair polls. There 
cannot be an honest vote so long 
as he remains in power.” she told 
her supporters in Dhaka on 
Friday. 


Evidence 
shows KAL 
jet involved 
in mid-air 
explosion 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea said 
on Saturday examination of the 
wreckage showed a mid-air ex- 
plosion destroyed a Korean Air 
Lines (KAL) jet with 115 people 
aboard that went missing near 
Burma. 

A Transport Ministry spokes- 
man said the authorities sus- 
pected the blast was caused by an 
explosive device but he added: 
“We have yet to determine firmly 
whether the explosion was caused 
by a bomb." 

He said all aboard were pre- 
sumed dead. 

The Boeing 707 disappeared on 
Nov. 29 while on a flight from 
Baghdad to Seoul. 

The South Korean government 
has said it believes KAL Flight 
858 was destroyed by a bomb 
probably planted by a North Ko- 
rean agent. 

The Koreas are bitter enemies 
and fought a three-year war that 
ended in 1953. 

Wreckage of the plane, includ- 
ing a life raft, emergency food 
and about 50 other items, was 
retrieved by a Burmese ship on 
Dec. 15 in the Andaman Sea. 
They were flown to Seoul on 
Thursday. 

“The airliner is judged to have 
exploded instantaneously from 
severe impact and pressure 
aboard while flying over Burma 
and near the Bay of Bengal. Most 
items of wreckage were found 
damaged.” the spokesman said. 

“Therefore, all crew and pas- 
sengers onboard are presumed 
dead.” 

He said authorities would con- 
tinue to investigate what he called 
the exact background to the inci- 
dent. 

KAL President Oio Choong- 
Kun, returning from Bunna on 
Thursday, told reporters a bomb 
might have gone off in the front, 
part of the airliner. 

He said the retrieved life raft, 
which had been stored in the 
cabin opposite emergency, exit 
No. 1 in the front, was found on 
the sea after being torn away 
from its place by the blast. A steel 
bar on the raft was warped by 
intense heat. 

Meanwhile an Asian woman 
suspect started talking to investi- 

g tors Saturday after recovering 
m horrors that overwhelmed 
her since she was extradited from 
Bahrain. 


Kenyans attack Uganda 
Libya over border row 


NAIROBI (R) — Thousands of 
Kenyans marched through Nairo- 
bi on Saturday in a protest against 
Uganda and Libya as the land- 
locked Ugandans accused Kenya 
of blockading them. 

The protest march was called 
by Kenya's ruling party after 
three days of border clashes and a 
warning from President Daniel 
Arap Moi that Kenyan restraint 
might not continue in the face of 
alleged Ugandan provocation. 

The 3,000 demonstrators car- 
ried placards describing Ugandan 
President Y'oweri Museveni and 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
as “lunatics” and “messengers of 
satan”. 

A Ugandan government state- 
ment read on state radio said 
Kenya bad closed the border 
since the clashes began on Mon- 
day and demanded that Nairobi 
respect its right of access to Indi- 
an Ocean ports. 

“The Kenyan government has 
no right whatsoever in law or 
morality to close the border 
thereby strangling the landlocked 
country,” the statement said. 

Kenya threw out Uganda’s two 
top diplomats and closed the Li- 
byan embassy in Nairobi on Fri- 
day in a wave of anti-Ugandan 
sentiment. 

At a park in the city centre on 
Saturday, the marchers heard 
party officials accuse Mr. 
Museveni of bringing in 
planeloads of troops from Libya 
and stockpiling arms from North 
Korea. 


Kenyan leaders have frequent- 
ly accused Libya of using Uganda 
as a bridgehead to destabilise 
Kenya. 

At least six Libyan diplomats 
were expelled from Nairobi this 
year after several Kenyan stu- 
dents admitted spying for Tripoli. 

Libya on Saturday expressed 
regret over the embassy closure. 

The Libyan News Agency 
JANA, received by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
quoted the Foreign Ministry as 
saying: “Deep-rooted relations 
are those between peoples: gov- 
ernment resolutions to sever 
them do not alter their nature.” 

The border closure forced 
ITganda to impose fuel rationing 
on Thursday and Kampala was 
worried that the country's vital 
coffee experts might be dis- 
rupted. 

Uganda said Nairobi’s expul- 
sion of Ugandan High Commis- 
sioner Charles Katungi and his 
deputy were part of a government 
policy of harassment and vindic- 
tiveness towards Uganda. 

Kenya said Mr. Katungi insulted 
Mr. Arap Moi by saving he made 
false accusations against Uganda. 
Mr. Katungi said he was merety 
transmitting a statement drafted 
in Kampala. 

In a speech reported by Radio 
Uganda, Mr. Museveni said Ke- 
nyan leaders were provoking 
Uganda because of illegitimate 
grievances which they could not 
mention in .public. 


Pravda: INF experience can 
help cut conventional arms 


MOSCOW (R) — The Commun- 
ist Party daily Pravda said Satur- 
day that cutting conventional 
arms would be difficult but the 
experience gained by the super- 
powers in agreeing to scrap 
medium-range nuclear missiles 
could help. 

Pravda said Moscow was ready 
to make substantial cuts in con- 
ventional arms in Europe but 
added that since the signing of the 
intermediate-range nuclear forces 
(INF) treaty in Washingtoin on 
Dec. 8 opponents of international 
cooperation were, seeking new 
ways of stopping disarmament. 

“This really is a difficult prob- 
lem but now both sides have the 
experience of working out the 
INF agreement. This experience 
must be used to the full to solve 
the problem of conventional 
arms,” it said. 

Pravda criticised speculation 
on the difficulties of cutting con- 
ventional arras in Europe. 

The NATO Western alliance 


says Warsaw Pact forces in 
Europe considerably outnumber 
its own. Some Western politicians 
have said removal of medium and 
shorter-range nuclear arms under 
the INF treaty make cuts in con- 
ventional arms even more impor- 
tant. 

Gen. Nikolai Chervov, head of 
a department at the Armed 
Forces General Staff, assured 
readers of the aimed forces daily 
Kransnaya Zvezda that the INF 
treaty, w'hich will eliminate 1,759 
Soviet missiles compared with 
859, U.S. ones, bolstered rather 
than undermined Soviet security. 

“You should understand that 
figures alone are not so very 
important... what is most im- 
portant is security. The concluding 
of the INF treaty did not reduce 
our security in any way.” 

While attacking Western oppo- 
nents of disarmament, the Soviet 
media have suggested that some 
people at home may be uneasy 
about the INF treaty. 


3 blacks killed in S. African violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Three black men were stabbed to 
death and a mob stoned and fired 
gunshots- at police in one of the 
worst days of violence in a year- 
old power struggle between rival 
black groups in South Africa's 
Natal province. 

The deaths brought to 13 the 
number of people killed in black 
townships near the Natal capital 
of Pietermaritzburg this week, 
police reported on Saturday. 

More than 200 people have 
digd this year in brutal killings 
that have transformed the nor- 


mally tranquil area into a battleg- 
round between the conservative 
Zulu Inkatha group and the 
radical anti-apartheid United 
Democratic Front (UDF). 

The violence appeared to be 
mounting in a prelude to Christ- 
mas. according to police figures. 

A young black man was stab- 
bed to death by Henley Dam near 
Pietermaritzburg on Friday, 
police said. The crowd stoned 
policemen who approached the 
scene and shots were fired. Two 
policemen were injured. 


In two other separate incidents 
an 18-year-old man was hacked to 
death by three knife-wielding 
assailants in the township of 
Mpumalanga and the body of the 
third victim was found stabbed at 
Willow Fountain, a suburb of 
Pietermaritzburg. 

Police also said they fired tear- 
gas to break up a clash between 
rival groups in the township of 
Slangspruit and dispersed a ram- 
paging gang in the Edendale 
township after a delivery vehicle 
was set on fire. 


Poll shows Hart leading Democratic race 


WASHINGTON (R) — Gary 
Hart leads the Democratic pres- 
idential nomination race only 
three days after returning to the 
campaign, according to a 
Washington Post-ABC Televi- 
sion poll. 

The poll published in Satur- 
day’s Washington Post also 
showed Sen. Robert Dole, who 
won media attention this week by 
endorsing the U.S. -Soviet treaty 
eliminating medium and shorter- 
range nuclear weapons, moving 
closer to Vice-President George 
Bush in the Republican race. 

Mr. Hart re-entered the race 
on Tuesday, seven months after 


withdrawing because of reports 
that he had an extra-marital affair 
with Miami model Donna Rice. 

The poll showed that Mr. Hart 
was favoured by 30 per cent of 
registered Democrats, compared 
with 20 per cent for civil rights 
leader Jesse Jackson, and 15 per 
cent for Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis. The rest of the 
seven-man field received only 
single-figure support. 

Mr. Bush leads Sen. Dole by 44 
to 35 per cent among registered 
Republicans, compared "with a 
lead of about twice that in earlier 
surveys. 


Mr. Bush was preferred by 52 
per cent to 39 per cent of pollsters 
if he faces Mr. Hart in next year's 
presidential election. 

Voters said they trusted Demo- 
crats over the Republicans in 
handling the nation's affairs by a 
49-39 per cent margin, despite 
President Reagan's successful 
summit with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev which re- 
sulted in the arms treaty. 

Tf an election were held now, 
48 per cent of those questioned 
said they would choose a Demo- 
crat with 33 per cent who 
favoured a Republican. 


100,000 turn out at Bhutto’s wedding 


KARACHI (R) — At least 
100,000 Pakistanis turned out to 
congratulate Benazir Bhutto on 
her wedding at a giant party of 
fireworks, music and political slo- 
gans. 

The 34-year-old opposition 
leader and her new husband Asif 
Zardari drove straight from the 
elegance of a society reception to, 
a popular gathering in Lyari, one’ 
or Karachi's poorest areas. 

Wearing a white and gold 
wedding dress, she hailed the 
cheering crowds as rockets burst, 
photographers swarmed and par- 
ty faithful waved flags and 
chanted their support. 

A woman watching prepara- 
tions for the party from her bal- 


cony was killed by a stray bullet, 
apparently when a celebrating 
Bhutto supporter sent a burst of 
semi-automatic fire into the air, 
doctors said. 

The heiress and daughter of 
executed former Prime Minister 
ZuJfikar Ali Bhutto was married 
to businessman Zardari, also the 
the scion of a Sindhi landowning 
family, in front of between 500 
and 600 friends and relatives. 

At a reception for about some 
2,000 people, Ms. Bhutto wore a 
white veil speckled with silver 
over a white dress embroidered 
with gold thread, a jewelled neck- 
lace, a mass of gold and coloured 
bangles, and a red band on her 
right upper arm, traditionally be-. 


lieved to ward off evil. 

Pakistan’s best-known politi- 
cian chatted with friends, ‘diplo- 
mats, politicians, journalists, 
leaders and workers of her Pakis- 
tan People’s Party (PPP). 

Diplomats at the reception in- 
cluded representatives from the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Britain, Australia. Indian 
Ambassador S.K. Singh and 
Singh and Canadian Ambassador 
Robert Clark. 

The moustachioed 

bridegroom, also in white and 
wearing a Sindhi (urban, sat be- 
side her saying little. 

Ms. Bhutto's marriage was 
arranged through relatives, 
according (o Pakistani custom. 
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U.S. eagle to return home 

DUBLIN (R) — An American bald eagle, which flew across the 
Atlantic and was found exhausted and starving in western Ireland, 
is to return home on a first-class flight after an official send-off by 
Irish Prime Minister Charles Haughey. The eagle, named Eddie 
bv the wildlife ranger who found him in Killarney National Park 
last month has recovered on a diet of venison and pigeons and is 
ready to return to his natural habitat. Dubbed “the ill eagle 
immigrant” by the Irish press, this national symbol of the United 
States has become a public figure back home where his plight has 
prompted a flood of stories in the U.S. media. The Irish airline 
Aer Lingus has donated the first-class compartment on its 
Tuesday "flight from Shannon, western Ireland, to New York. 
Six-month-old Eddie will be given an official send-off by Mr. 
Haufihey, who will formally hand over the first bald eagle ever 
captured in Europe to Dean Curran, charge d’affaires at the U.S. 
embassy in Dublin. The eagle will be accompanied by Wildlife 
Ranger Pat O'Connel. who believes the magnificent bird was 
chased by his parents out of their territory, got lost and then flew 
3 HOG miles (4,800 km) across the Atlantic in strong westerly 
winds. The Office of Public Works in Dublin, inundated with calls 
.from the American media since Eddie's story broke, is also 
sending its press officer Danny Lynch on the flight. On arrival, 
Eddie is to be examined by experts from the Endangered Species 
Research Laboratory in Maryland before being put into isolation 
for 30 days. 

Taiwan to suspend lottery 

TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — The government will suspend its 
operation of a 37-year-old lottery to prevent illegal gambling on 
lottery numbers, a senior official announced Saturday. The 
Ai-Kuo-Chiang-Giuan. or Liberty Lottery, will be suspended in 
January until the government finds a way to stop the gambling, 
Taiwan ProvmciafGovemor Chiu Chuang-Huan said. He did not 
specify measures the government might take. The illicit gambling, 
known as ta-chia-le. or everybody happy, became popular several 
years ago. Many people believe the chances of winning in 
ta-chia-le are much greater than the chances of winning the 
government lottery. Police have admitted the practice is too 
widespread to be eradicated through arrests and fines. “We have 
to take this drastic measure because the flood of ta-chia-le has 
seriously disrupted our social order and caused the public heavy 
losses,”" Mr. Chiu said in a statement from Taiwan’s provincial 
government. 

Bored officials make 1,300 phone calls 

LONDON (R) — Whitehall civil servants who staved off 
boredom by making 1,300 telephone calls to hear saucy messages 
from girls called Curvy Colette and Sexy Samantha have been told 
their number is up. Government investigators probing a sudden 
rise in telephone bills at the Department of Environment 
launched a secret monitoring operation. They discovered the 
same numbers — all beginning with 0898 and 0077 — appeared 
over and over again. At the other end were Colette, Samantha, 
and an exotically-named call girl known as Fatima the Turkish 
bath attendant. In three months they received 1,300 calls from 
staff at the department's Westminster headquarters at a cost to 
the taxpayer of up to 38 pence (68 U.S. cents) a minute. 
Investigators said the sex chats were among 6,500 calls made from . 
the department between August andOctooer that had nothing# 
do with the machinery of government. Other calls went to 
recorded service numbers operated by British Telecom offering 
daily horoscopes, cricket scores, horse racing results and recipes. 
The cost to the taxpayer, officials said, was nearly £1,400 
($2,500). A department spokesman told reporters on Fridav “we 
are taking this very seriously.” He said the unofficial calk had 
been banned and a search was going on for the culprits. 

World population dock starts ticking 

PARIS (R) — The ricking world population bomb became a 
reality on Thursday with the presentation to UNESCO Chief 
Federico Mayor of a special dock displaying the minute-by- 
minute multiplication of humanity on earth. The microchip 
device, built in Japan, currently registers 1,570 new births 
worldwide every 60 seconds. It can also display predicted 
population growth in each of the United Nations’ 157 member 
states. It was presented to the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation by Nafis Sadik, executive 
director of the U.N. Population Fund, who commissioned the 
device to mark the world population's passage past the five billion 
mark. 

Short men ‘spurned’ in romance 
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PEKING (AP) — Short men are given short shrift in Peking's 
marriage market and wearing higlt heels doesn't help, a news 
agency said Saturday. Many Peking girls now prefer a 1. 75-metre 
spouse — above average "for Chinese — and consider anyone 
shorter to be handicapped, the nation's official Xinhua News ['■ . 
Agency said in a tragi-comic article on the plight of the short. 
“Nowadays mrls put height first and academic level second when • 
they look for a husband.” Wang Xiulan. who works at a *: 
matchmaking centre, told Xinhua. Height is usually the first thiDg 
mentioned in marriage ads in newspapers and magazines. Most of - 7 
the men who resort to such ads are below 1.7-metre, as are most 
of the men who sign up at matchmaking services. “It is awkward . 
to be seen walking with a short man in the street,” said Li Lu, a ; .. 
1.6S-metre (5 foot-6) teacher at Peking University, who said V: 
height indicates power. Xinhua quoted her as saying she plans to \ 
wait until she finds a tall husband. “She is 32 now and she is still 
waiting," Xinhua said. Three- and four-inch (seven to 10 cm.) 
heels are popular among many Chinese young men, who often ; ■' • 
add metal pieces on the bottom to create a clicking noise when '• 
they walk. But Xinhua said some women think high heels only 
make short men look awkward. 

Family gets $3.3m over rear lap belts 

BALTIMORE (AP) — A federal jury has ordered Ford Motor . 
Co. to pay a family $3.3 million in what attorneys say is the first 
liability verdict over the rear seat belts installed in its Escort 
model. The jury, which returned the verdict Thursday, agreed the 
rear lap belts were defective and were the primary reason for the 
injuries in a 1985 accident that killed Chris Gaboury, 13, and left 
Jimmy Garrett, now 13, paralyzed from the waist down. Lawyers 
argued that Ford was negligent in making the seat belts cross the 
wearer at the waist rather than the pelvis. The jury also found 
Ford negligent for failing to install shoulder harnesses as part of 
the rear seat belts. Ford is considering appealing the decision, said 
spokesman Mike Moran. Larry Ganett of Laplata, Maryland, 
sued Ford in 1986 on behalf of his son, who also has lost mach of 
his lower intestine because of the crash. The 1985 Escort crossed a 
highway’s centre line and collided head-on with a tractor-trailer. 

boys, who were best friends, were wearing lap belts in 
the back seat, and the force of the crash threw both against their 
lap belts, severing Chris’ abdominal arterv and injuring Jimmy’s 
tottom three vertebrae, the lawsuit said. Neither of two women in 
the front seat was seriously hurt. Ford settled its case with the 
Gaboury family out of court in September. Ford is phasing in rear 
seat shoulder harnesses in many models and plans to have all 
outfitted with the restraints by 1992, Moran said 
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